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any big schemes. Ii is far better that
the Governmeunt should confine their at-
tention to one patch of 10,000 acres
and not interfere with the rights of in-
dividuals right threughout the State. In
many insiances the water is unfit for
irrigation purposes. There is no reason
why we should arbitrarily take away the
rights and privileges that people have
and place over them inspectors and people
who are likely to interfere with them. I
shall give the measure favourable eon-
sideration in the hope that we can induce
a little consideration from the Govern-
ment who are certainly willing to do
what they ean to help one of the indus-
tries of the State.

On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebatch,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10 p.m.

E————— . ==

Tegislative Hssembly,
Tuesdoy, 5th Nuvember, 1912,

Papers presanted . - ... 2930
Question : State Governor 2930
Bills: Agrienltural Bank Act Auleudmeut, Ik ... 2081
Supply, £492,225, all st.nges . .. 2031
Monoy Lenders, 3g. . - 2082
Timber Lines Trofiic, 3. 2032
Land Act Amendwment, 2r, %g;

Annunl Estimates, general debate .

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

Ty ihe Honorary DMinister: TRegula-
tions under the Criminal Code (Preven-
tive Detention).

By the Premier: 1, Regulations under
the Boat Licensing Act; 2, Return re
karri eountry applied for during the past
two vears (ordered on motion by Mr.
O'Loghlen}.
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QUESTION—STATE GOVERNOR.

Mr., DOOLEY asked the Premier: 1,
Has lie veceived any official intimation of
the transfer of 1Tis Excellency Sir Gerald
Strickland (o New South Wales? 2, If
80, in eonsideration of the view that effec-
tive economy could be achieved by com-
bining the functions of His Majesty’s re-
presentative in {his State with those of
the Chief Justice, does he intend to re-
quest the Tmperial authorities to give
effect to that view?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Represenlations were previonsly made to
the Tmperial authorilies by the late Hon.
T. Price when Premier of South Aus-
tralia. The reply received from the Right
Honourable the Secrelary of: State for
the Colonies, and a copy of which was
transmitted te each of the other States,
conlained, inler alie, the following :—
“The change which is suggested is a very
far-reaching one—more so than, perhaps,
appears at frst sight; and it could not. I
cousider, be enfertained in any case un-
Jess 1t 18 to he applied to all the Austra-
lian States, and not to one alone, and
until publie opinion in Australia is de-
monstrated to be overwhelmingly in its
favour.” Also:—“There is, no doubt,
much to be said in favour of the Canadian
system under whieh the Central Govern-
ment appeints provineial governors, and
if ihe people of Australia were to desire
to adopt a similar svstem His Majesty’s
Government wonld in all probability be
disposed to advise Iis Majesty that the
necessary steps should be taken to carvy
out their wishes. So far, I undersiand,
there has heen no indication thai the
States, whose contention is that they re-
main sovereign States, wounld desive that
their prerogatives should be diminished,
and the evidence of such sovereignty is
in part seenred by making the appoint-
ment of povernor in the same manner and
on the same terins as prior to Tedera-
tion.” 'This Government believe that it 1s
the wish of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and of Australia as a whole, that
tke position of State Governor shonld be
open to citizens of the State, and, in order
fo obtain the concurrence of the oiher
States, at the last Premiers’ conference



[5 Novemser, 1912.]

(held in Melbonrne in January last) sub-
mitted the following resolution :—*That
this conference approves of united action
being taken by the State Governments to
secure approval from the Imperial Gov-
ernment of sueh a change in the pre-
sent method of appointing State Gover-
nors as would permii of citizens within
their own State occupying such high and
responsible pesitions under the Crown.”
This motion had been placed on the
agenda paper by the South Australian
Giovernment whose representatives were
unaveidably absent. TUnfortunately, how-
ever, none of the other States’ vepresenta-
tives supported the resolution, but the
following amendwent was carried, viz.:—
“Thai the further consideration of this
matter he adjourned until the next Con-
ference,” Further representations, how-
ever, are now being made to the Imperial
authorities on behalf of this State, in
order to ascertain whether they still ad-
liere to the previous decision vespecting
the absolute necessity for unanimity
amongst the States of the Commonwealth.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Intreduced by the Minister for Lands
and read a first time,

BILL—SUPPLY £492,225,
All stages.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
connection with the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Commiltee of Sup-
ply ond TFays and Means to be re-
poried and adopted on the same day on
which they shall have passed those
Commitiees, and also the passing of a
Supply Bill through all its stoges in
one day.

Question put and passed.
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Committee of Supply.
wIr. Holman in the Chair.
The PREMIER moved—

That there Le granted to His Majesty
on account of the services of the year
1912-13 o sum not exceeding £492,395,

As will be seen by the Preamble of the
Bill it is proposed to charge £287,468 to
revenue and £204,757 to (General Loan
Fund. In order perhaps to avoid con-
siderable discussion I might explain that
we are making no provision for Treas-
urer’s Advance or Loan Suspense Ae-
count. The amount provided under re-
venue is in accordance with the Esti-
mates which are before the House at the
present time, and from General Loan
Fund based on one-tweifth of the amount
expended last year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How long will
that earry yon on?

The PREMIER: 1 anticipate it will
carry us on to the end of the month, and
Y hope that the Estimates will by that
time have passed the House; indeed I
hope thal most of the legislation will
have passed by that time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not if you keep
on bringing it in.

The PREMIER: I am surve the leader
of the Opposition will join me in the
wish which I have just expressed. While
the Estimates are before members they
will know how the money is heing ex-
pended. At the same time it is necessary
in order to have legal aunthority to op-
evate on the public acconnts, that this
Supply Bill shonld be passed because we
only obtained authority to the 31st Qe-
tober.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported; the report ad-
opted.

Committee of Ways and Means,

On motion by the PREMIER resolved,
“That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the services
of the year 1912-13, a sum not exceeding
£402,225 be granted out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund of Western Aus-
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tralia and from moneys to eredit of tbe
General Loan Fund.”

Rezolution rveported:
opted.

the report ad-

Supply Bill, introduced, ete.

In accordance with the foregoing reso-
lutions, Supply Bill introduced, passed
{hrough all stages, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Money-lenders.

2, Timber Lines Traffie.

Read a third time and fransmitted to the
Legislative Counell.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1912-13.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resnmed from the 29th Oectober,
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
and the Annnal Estimates; Mr. Holman
in the Chair.

Vote—Tlis
£2,746:

My. TURVEY (Swan): I do not de-
sire to let ihis general discussion on the
Tslimates conclude without having a hittle
to say in connection with them. The leader
of the Opposilion in his eriticism of the
Budget Speech, was most anxions to ex-
plain to the House at considerable length
the various reasons for the delay in the
delivery of his respective Budgets, and
also for the respective deficits, and, whilst
admiiting the lateness of the delivery on
his ¢wn part, he was ungenerous enough
to absolutely refuse to listen to any rea-
son {hat might be offered on the part of
the present Treasurer for fhe delay in
eonnection with this year's Budget speech,
The Premier is deserving of the greatest
praise for his aetion as Colonial Tres-
surer in £0 boldly facing the sitnation and
placing before the people a trathful and
clear statement of the financial posilion,
He was not afraid to anticipate a defieit,
and I lave no doubt ihat he, like the
jeader of the Opposition, when he oeen-
pied Lhe position of Treasurer, could, had

Frcellency the Governor

[ASSEMBLY.]

he zo desired, have shown a statement of
accounts which on paper might indeed
look considerably betier than the state-
mett he recently presented; hut he pur-
sued an lononrable conrse, insofar as he
refused lo transfer to loan expenditure
many ilems which in the past were charged
to lpan expenditure, and should have becn
charged to consolidated revenne.

Mr. Nanson: Can you mention them?

Mr. TURVEY : I will leave that to the
Premier.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
£34,0002

Mr. TURVEY: The Premicr will no
doubt deal with the £34,000 when he has
an opperiunity of replying. However,
I am eonfident that the people of Western
Aupstralia will appreciate to o very great
degree lhe fact that they have now a Trea-
surer who, inslead of estimating a surplus
on paper, is game enough to face the situ-
ation and give a trufhful statemeni of the
aceounts as he antieipates they will be,
1t would have been easy for the Premier
tn liis position as Colonial Treasurer, to
have lickled the ears of the people of
Western Australia as they have been
lickeld by past Treasurers with a plaunsible
tale of an alleged surplus. The Premier
showed a deficit and he anticipates a fur-
iher deficit,

Hon. Frank Wilson: He will get it all
right.

My, TCRVEY: Tt will be much better
than doing as the hon. member did and
showing a ‘surplus.

Hon. Frank Wilsonn: What did I do?

Mr. TURVEY: I will come to that
later. The Premier also showed his un-
bhounded econfidence in the respurces of
the State. ITe has eourage snd faith
sufficient to know that money judicinlly
spent i the developmant of the resnurces
of this State, though for a time il may
merease our deficit, will be to its hetter-
ment in a4 mueh vreater degree ihan were
he to assume an attitude of despair and
doubt and tighten up the purse strings.
As {he Premier pointed out, he does not
belong to the Little Australian Party,
nor to the party who are ready to ery
stinking fish at the slightest provoealion,
but he showed his confidence in the State,
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and thal he was not prepared to retard the
State although he had to face a defieif.
I can assure the leader of the Opposition
that I think the people of the State gener-
ally will appreciate the faect that the Pre-
mier intends pursuing his policy of de-
veloping the resources of the State aud,
after all, the deficit announced by the
Premier is but as a drop of water in the
sea when one eomes to think of the magni-
ficeni resources we have in this State of
ours. The people of Western Australia
have not forgotten how ihe leader of the
Opposition in his position as Colenial
Treasurer, when delivering his Budgei
speech in 1906, posed, as he now poses, as
the financial genius of this State, and told
the people of Western Australia then that
he would show a surplus at the end of
the year of £3,514, and he actually finished
the year with a shortage of £88,829. On
that oceasion e commenced the yenr with
a deficit of £119,900 and le estimated that
at the end of the year it wounld be reduced
to £116,386, instead of which the deficit
had accumulated to £208,729. In the fol-
lowing year, 1907, after such a shock he did
oot dare Lo anticipate a surplus, but man-
aged to incrense the deficit from £208,729
to £211.094. In the next year, 1903/9, he
boldly assured the people of the State thag
he was going to do things, and on that
oceasion he announced his intention of
showing a surplus, this time to the tune
of £2,526. The leader of the Opposition
a moment ago asked wherein he had
failed. TLet us see how truthful
to the people of Western Australia he
was on that occasion. He commenced in
1907 with a deficit of £211.094 and at the
end of the year that deficit had not been
reduced as he anticipated, but it had in-
creased o the enormous amount of
£312.631: so that. instead of showing a
surplus of £2,000 odd, as he said he would
do, on the year’s transactions, he allowed
the transactions of the Stale fto drift
beliind to the tune of £101,537 in that one
year., In other words the leader of the
Opnosition, who poses as the financial
genius. who has the andacity to say the
present  Colonial Treasurer is inecap-
able, misled the public on that ocea-
sion, or rather was ont of his reckoning
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on the balance of the year’s transactions
to the amount of £104,063, while the pre-
sent Treasurer on the year’s transactions
is only out to an amount of £16,758. I
said just now that I had no doubt the pre-
sent Colonial Treasurer could have shown
a muoch better result on paper had he re-
sorted to some of the taclies adopted by
the last Premier. I believe the leader of
the Opposition when Colonial Treasurer
on one oecasion redeemed a loan of local
inscribed slock due in 1910 by issuing
a similar amount of local inscribed stoek,
to be redeemed in 1925, at par, after
gazetting and after having received the
approval of the Governor, and though it
was advertised to he issued at par, one
holder of £500,000 of the new issue was
given in a very questionable manner a
bonus of £20,000 in addition.

Mr. Foley: Who was that?

Mr. TURVEY : Probably the leader of
the Oppesition will be able to give the
hon, member the information. There is
the amount, and although a bonus was
given, and I Dbelieve it was commented
upon by the Anditor General, he deduneted
it from subsequent loans of loeal inseribed
stock. Further, one cannot but commend
the action of the Treasurer in deciding to
legalise what is known as the Treasurer’s
Advance Account. Tt is a weli-knewn
fact that in the past Parliamentary autho-
rity has not heen obtained and through
the Treasurer’s Advance Account our
Suspense Account had been built up, not-
withstanding that the Aundifor General in
bis annual report year after year pointed
out (he illegality and uneoustitutionality
of such a procedure, absolutely no nelice
was taken by past Treasurers, and I think
the present Treasurer is vo be eommended
for having taken the precautions suggested
by the Auditor General. I wish to em-
phasise that whereas the acenmulated
deficit was £208,729 on the 30th June,
1907, £211,094 in 1908, and £312,631 in
1909, the accumulated defieit for the
present year was only ££21,110. I do not
wish to reiterate the very cogent reasons
advaneed by the Premter to aecount for
the deficit referred to. Members on both
sides know perfectly well many of the
reasons accounting for ihat defieit. They
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know the very bad season the Premier had
to faee, and indeed some hon. members
sitting in Opposition and the people of
the State generally applauded the Pre-
mier and his colleagues for their magnifi-
cent work in coming to the assistance of
the farmers in the late dry season. One
cannot do what was done by the Treasurer
in this respect without heaping up the
deficit and, after all, compared with the
deficit in 1909 of £312,631, the present
defieit of £121,110 is little to be afraid of,
Considerably more asurstance has been
given to the farmers of the State during
the past year than in any previous year,
and no less a sum than £93,833 has been
asked for this year for assistance to the
farmers. This 1s neariy £33,000 more
than was expended last year. 1 feel it
would he unnecessary for me to take up
the time of members in pointing out
the good work that has been done by the
present Administration, and which would
indeed more than recompense for any
slight deficit that may have acecumulated.
For instance, the leader of the Qpposition
and his colleagnes had promised the
people workers’ homes. Of course he told
the Colonial Treasurer a few nights ago
that he was only carrying out work which
had been initiated by him. It had perhaps
been promised; it is one thing to promise
but it is indeed another thing to do.

Mr. B, B. Johnskon: Promises before
an eleetion,

Mr, TURVEY: The leader of the
Opposition and his friends made many
promises on the eve of the election. 1
nolice the leader of the Upposition in
criticising the Budget speech the other
evening went so far as to suggest that
the action of the present Adminisiration
in raising the wages of the lower paid
railway servants was nothing further
than a political move. Fancy the leader
of the Opposition daring to aceuse the
Prewnier of that being a political move
when one comes to the consideration of
his own aetions just prior to the last
election. VWhilst he, prior to the election,
took the opportunity of giving an inerease
in wages to a body of men whe, after all,
were fairly well paid—I do not say they
were not entitled to the inecrease, but
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others were more entitled—whilst he did
that and says nothing on his part as te
it being a political move, he aceuses the
Premier of political moves for having
raised the minimum wage of railway ser-
vants. Then again, the Ministry have
made provision and expended certain
moneys in connection with the establish-
ment of a consumptive sanatorium. I
believe that alse was promised by the
leader of the Opposition and his friends,
but the Premier and his colleagues have
gone a little further than promises, the
work is already in progress. [ have no
doubt that hefore long the sanatoriom
will be established and should have been
established in my opinion many years

ago. Then again, we find the leader of
the Opposilion also promised State
steamers,

Mr. E. B, Johnston: If necessary.

Mr. TORVEY: They are here.

Mr. Foley: That was before the last
election.

Mr. TURVEY: The State steamers are
doing good work, and though the leader
of the Opposition and his colleagnes may
look on this as a socialistic move, T would
like to point out to the leader of the
Opposition that only in to-day’s news-
paper we find an announcement from the
Federal Fruit Commission which is being
Leld in the Eastern States, and is visit-
ing all the States, favouring a proposal
of even putting on Commonwealth ves-
sels to export our fruit, and urging
on the Government to step in and take
the fruit export out of the hands of the
monopoly in  which it is now placed.
Then again, it is well known these
steamers were ponb on with a view to
assist in the reduction of the price of
meat. That reminds me that the leader
of the Opposition the olher evening was
ungenerous enough to make reference to
the fact that a joint of beef—I think the
first that was purchased at the State
buteher's shop—was, after purchase hy
the Premrer, put in a State motor car
and taken home. T think that ungenerous.
Not that the public will take notice of
it, but if notice is to be taken of that, then
notice should be taken of the varions
uses that the Government motor cars
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were put to during the time the
leader of the Opposition was in
office, and they would be found
astounding indeed. The leader of
the Opposition also pointed out that
whilst there was an increase in the
expenditure in connection with the rail-
ways, there was a decrease in efficiency.
I do not agree with the hon. member in
his statement as to cfficiency. 1 do not
think his statement will be borne ont by
facts. There certainly has been an in-
creased expenditure and an increase in
the direction I have already pointed out;
and I think the aection of the Minis-
ter for Railways in having given second-
elass sleeper accommodation to the people
on the goldfields is to be commended.
Matters snch as these cannot be carried
ont without somewhat increasing the ex-
penditure. The salaries of the police
force have heen raised and the salaries
of the school teachers of the State have
also been raised. I believe that much more
remains to be done, still, at the same
‘time, the Government have done something
in that direetion, and have already raised
the salaries of the lower-paid teachers in
our State schools. Members opposite,
some of them, have advocate for a con-
siderable lime the establishment of open
markets. That again was another pro-
mise. and it remained a promise; but it
remained for the present Government to
repurchase land at West Perth, and al-
ready the site is aranged. I can remem-
ber in my election campaign my opponent
pointing out that he had advoeated open
markets for several years, but it remained
for the present Government todo some-

thing beyend promises. 1 am  in-
deed pleased {o know that they
have now purchased a site, and no
doubt when the time is opportune
commodions markets will be erected
which will be of much benefit, not

only to the producers but also (o Lhe
general community. TInereased assistance
has also been given from the Agrienl-
tural Bank under the present administra-
tion—an increase of over £100,000. The
lealdler of the Qpposition in a somewhat
sarcastic manner referred to it as being
an inerzase of ‘‘only’’ £100,000. However,
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the fact remains that advances have been
increased, and it goes to show, with the
other items I have referred to, that the
Government are doing all that any Gov-
ernment could possibly do to assist the
farming industry of Western Australia.
I do not intend to go into details in con-
nection with the assistance given by way
of increased votes to hospitals and the
relief of widows, and by increased votes
for the Medical and Health Department,
but there are one or two matters that per-
haps ought to be referred to at this june-
ture. Promises were made by the pre-
vious Government and also have been
made by the present Government to grant
a greater measure of citizenship to pub-
lie servants, and while T still think that
the public servants are denied the rights
of citizenship that should he given to
them, at least the present Government ean
take unto themselves the credit of having
gone a step further than previous Gov-
ernmenls in this direction. 1 cean re-
raember well, as an old eivil servant, the
time when one darved not to open his
mouth on public maiters because he was
afraid, in his position as a Government
servant, he would be perhaps offending
the department in which he was engaged.

Mr. Foley : Especially if he was on
one side.

Mr. TURVEY: That partieularly ap-
plied. T am pleased te know ihat pro-
vision is made in the Estimates for a sum
of £10,000 Lo be set aside to assist the
fruit growers of Western Australia by
way of advances on fruit to be exported
from the State.

Mr. Allen: We want all the fruit that
we can gel at present ourselves.

Mr, TURVEY: The hon. member has
evidenily not followed the export trade
of Western Australia. Perhaps be is un-
aware that the fruit from Western Aus-
tralia has for some vears past brought
the highest prices on the London and Con-
tinental markets, and even in the Western
Australian market. T sincerely hope that
the Minister will pursue his course and
render some assisiance in this direction,
and thereby enable the State to maintain
the prestige that Western Australian
fruit already has in the London market;
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because with the increased amount of
fruit that is being raised in this State,
the time will come, if it is not already
here, when with the rush of fruid it will
be necessary for the Government to
exercise a strieter supervision over the ex-
port trade than it has done in the past.
It is regreitable indeed that the leading
daily paper in this State, the TWest Aus-
tralian, should adopt such a different atti-
-tude towards the Premier in eonnection
with lns Budget speech from the attitude
adopted in the past. I quoted some figures
tlns afternoon showing that 1n 1909 a de-
ficit had been built np. The West Aus-
traliqn on that oceasion did not do as they
are doing now in their leading article,
try to beliltle in every possible way the
Treasurer and his colleagues and make a
mountain out of a mele hill, but we find
in a lcader in September, 1909—

The Treasurer has aceurately caught
the tone of economic fendencies in the
State. ITe has realised that the fAowing
tide is alreadvy with us, and that pros-
perity will inerease. e has therefore
estimated for the current year a con-
siderably inereased revenne and anfici-
pates a surplas on the year's transae-
tions of £40,494.

And further, in 1910, the West Austra-
Lan in a leader went on to say—

The public barden can be expressed
in terms either of loan indebtedness or
of annual taxafion. The gross debt is
£23.527,253; the nel liability being £73
45, 11d. per head. On paper a high bat
not an inlolerable burden, this load of
debt is easily carried in sueh times a3
these, since the profit from the trading
concerns of the State praciieally pays
the whole cost of the national debt.

I think the Premier has shown clearly that
the trading concerns of the State at the
present tims are showing a profit, and
showing a profit in a much greater degree
than they were on the oceasion to which
I have rveferred. Then again the 1les:
Australian went on to say— ’

The whole question seems to be: “Is
it hetter to stop the public works for
whicl revenue is unable to provide, ot
to earry them on with loan money?”
And with a State whieh is in a ploneer
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stage and with the brightest prospects

ahead there is surely but one answer.
The Premier has given that answer in an-
nouncing his intention of pursuing, nol-
withstanding the deficit, that policy of
developing to the very highest degree, the
resources of Western Australin.  The
West Australian also pointed out—

Were there no increase in populalion
at all there iz a natural tendency fov
debt expenditure to rise. Men cannot
grow old in the same positions or at the
same salaries, and work invariably ang-
mented witlt the years, especially as
new legislation, constantly inposes new
duties upon the officers of the State.
1f that were the ease then it is mnch more
so now. Wilh the increased trading con-
cerns and the inereased responsibility
upon Ministers and upon their depart-
mental officers, there is inereased work,
and that must necessarily carry with it
in some cases an increase in salary, I
may refer to the fact that the leader of
the Opposition, when announcing that he
was going to show a surplus of some.
thousand pounds and finished up with a
deficit of something like £100,000, said,
“The tide is flowing with ws.” In faet,
I think the leader of the Opposition even
quoted the words of the late W. E. Glad-
stone, “The tide is Howing with us.” He
even quoted the illustrious poet Shakes-
peare in these lines, “There is a tide in the
affairs of men whieh, taken at the flood,
leads on to fortune” He seemed {o be-
come quite poetic in his pevoration. May
1 be pardoned for commending to the
leader of the Opposition a few lines
whielr would have heen certainly more apt
on that partieular oceasion? “I have ven-
tured like litile wanton boys that swim on
bladders far bevond my depth.” Wolsey
in the words of Shakespeare goes on to
pomnt out how he ventored foo far until
he was placed at the merey of the waves
which must for ever lLide him. )

Mr. Nanson: Your quotation is rather
hard on your leader,

Mr, TURVEY: I commended it to the
leader of the Opposition as one that
would have been more apt on the occasion
referred to than the quotation he gave.
I have nothing further to say beyond the
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faet that I think the people of Western
Australia appreciate to the fullest degrae
that they now have a Treasurer who is
honest enough to place before them a
clear and conecise statement, and nob to

show a surplus on paper by methods
which are rather questionable, but
rather to place a truthful statement be-

fore the people even though it shows
a deficit. Further, the people must
appreciate the fact that notwilh-

standing that deficit, {he Premier and his
colleagues still intend to pursue the policy
of developing to the fullest degree the re-
sources of this magnificent State of ours.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): I do not in-
tend to take up much of the time of the
House, but there are three subjects oun
which I wish to touch. One of these,
mining, was touehed on very lightly by
the leader of the Opposition. In reply to
an interjection by the member for Kal-
goorlie, the leader of the Opposition said
that the hon. memher could take himself
and the goldfields of the State and dump
them in the FEastern Siates for all the
good they had been to Western Aunstralia.
I contend that an hon. memher who would
use language such as that when speaking
of the mining industry of the Siate has
not the interests of the State at heart,
and is what he ealled the member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), namely, a trai-
tor to Western Australia. The develop-
ment of all the industries we have at the
present time has been due to mining; in-
deed, those industries owe their very ex-
istence to mining. Tt may be said, too,
that mining has been responsible for the
population of the State. The Treasureg
has provided in his Estimates ceriain
amounts for the encouragement of min-
ing. The Minister is well aware that
wherever mining exists it has its periods
of depression. In Western Australia to-
day mining is suffering from a depres-
sion, but there is no one who can say
that mining is not going to be again, not
what it was in the boom time perhaps,
but still the best industry in the
State, or that it will not remain the best
industry in the State from a wealth pro-
ducing point of view. The Treasurer,
having (hat in his mind, and having be-
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hind him the support of Cabinet, has
decided to assist mining to a greater ex-
tent than did the past Administration.
In 1886, or 26 years ago, the population
of the State was 39,000, At ithe present
time it is over 305,000, Had it not been
for the advent of mining, wany people
who are to-day among our best farmers
would not have been in Western Austra-
lia at all; becanse the energy with which
farming was enrried on before that time
would never have led anvone to think
that Western Australia was other than a
meve desert. Farming is with us and is
going to stay, and none of us regret that
faet. Iach any every one in the Cham.
her is egually desirous of seeing that the
farming industry should be developed to
its utmost capacity. Much assistance is
needed for the farming industryv: mueh
asistance has already been provided dur-
ing the term of office of the present Gov-
ernment, and mnreh assistance is provided
on the Estimates for the ensuing term.
But the leader of the Opposition has
poiuted out one little amount which he
considers has been given to the mining
indnstry, because the Government were
convinced that assistance was needed and
were generous engugh to provide cheap
water in order that the low grade shows
on the fields might be satisfactorily
worked. The hon, gentleman, who. when-
ever there has heen an agrienltural rail-
way hefore the House has had the sup-
port of every member on this side, finds
fault with the Government who helieve
thal the mining industry requires sup-
port, and denounces the support given as
praetieally a erime on their part. In my
opinion it wns merely a good turn done.
In respect to State batteries, the leader
of the Opposition could make no charge
against the Government, so he fell back
upon a flimsy old tale that the late super-
intendent of State bafteries was sacked
for political reasons.

Mr. Monger: Give us the reasons.

Mr. FOLEY : Whenever I make 2 state-
ment, I am honest enough to give my rea-
sons for that statement. T now challenge
the leader of the Opposition to prove that
the officer was displaced for political
reasons, and I challenge any hon. mem-
ber to bhring a tittle of evidence to show
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tbat ihe Minister for Mines took that
officer’s political views into consideration
at all.

Mr. Monger: Why was he dismissed?

Mr, FOLEY: The leader of the Op-
position has made a charge that the offi-
~ger was dismissed for political reasons.
It is the duty of the leader of the Op-
position to bring evidence before the
House to show that the Government have
been corrupt enough to get rid of an
officer for politieal reasons, and it is not
for me as an ordinary member to do any-
thing else than justify the action of the
Government. 1 do that because I find
that the gentleman who was appointed
to the vacant position is opposed politi-
cally to the party to which I belong. In-
cidentally T may say 1 was one of the
strongest advoecates for the appointment
of the present superintendent of State
batteries, because T was and am convinced
that he is the most competent man for
the position, and, irrespeetive of what
his political belief may be, we want the
best and, if we are paying for it, we
should get it. I think we ecan let the
question rest at that, but I maintain that
if any hon. member has anything which
would prove thai the officer was
sacked for political reasons, it is his duty
to bring it before ihe House. In any case,
agninst that it will be remembered that

the late Minister for Mines (Mr
Gregory) was condueting an  elec-
tioneering eampnign at  one lime,
and that by a coincidence a eivil

servant was granted a holiday at the samc
time, and spent his holiday in slrenu-
ously supporting the eandidatnre of the
then Minister for Mines, Moreover, as
far os the mining indusiry was concerned,
allezed batteries were erected on the eve
of thie eleetion, hatteries that scarcely
ever erushed a ton of sione in Lhe distriet;
batteries, indeed, that were scareely ecap-
able of crushing a ton of stone, for the
reason that they were ohsolete and value-
less. Yeb we have the leader of the Oppo-
sition, who was the then Premier, display-
ing the andacity lo say that the present
Qovernment are capable of doing things
for political reasons. The strongest
language would not be toe strong in con-
demnation of the hon. member’s action,

[ASSEMBLY.]

and it is a pity that one is not allowed
to use in the House the language which
that action merits. I think the gentleman
who now holds the position of superin-
tendent of State batteries has proved his
worth, and T am glad to say he has the
support of practically every man who
uses the State batteries of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Monger: He is “one of us” I sup-
jrose. .
Mr. FOLEY: Nothing of the sort. I
have already made that elear. I desire
{o deal a little further with mining, be-
cause the leader of the Opposition said
practically nothing at all abount it. Why?
I bave my own opinion. The support of
the industry is as solid for the present
Administration as it was when the mining
industry placed the present Administra-
tion in power. In 1886, the State pro-
duced gold to the exlent only of £1,148;
in 1889, the production rose to big figures,
and in 1903 it touched the highest total.
In 1910 it came down to a value of
£1,467,413, and in 1911, to £1,358,117. So
when we consider these fizures and take
into consideration the faet thal other
minerals exporfed total #1,446,000 odd,
we find thal more than a third of the
value of the exports of Western Australia
has been derived from gold and other
minerals, That is, since 1886, and we
will allow everything else, all the other
exports, Lo be taken into eonsideration,
sinee Western Australia first started to
export anything. We find that sjnce
1834 the total exports of the State
have been 146 million pounds and that
gold alone has been instrumental in giving
us an export trade of over 51 millions
oubt of that sum. Yet the leader of the
Opposition will rise and say that it
would be well if the member for Kalgoor-
lie (Mr. Green) were to take himself and
liis goldfields and dump them in the East-
ern States, for all the good they have been
lo the Rtate.

The Minisler for Mines: Hansard does
not say {hat.

Mr, FOLEY: Well, if T am wrong, I
hope T will be corrected, but I took pax-
tieular notice of the remark.
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The Minister for Mines: You are right
and Hansard is wrong. It has been cor-
rected, apparently.

Mr. FOLEY : I cannot help that. Dur-
ing the regime of the late Administration
the State Batferies Department was in
a very bad way, and when the present
Minister for Mines came into office he had
all this to see to and to remedy. And al-
though in one year gold to the value of
£5,451,000 was exported from this State
we find that the assistance given to State
batteries during the year under review
and provided for in the Estimates is more
than that in any other year in the history
of mining in the Siate. Now, if the
present Government are aceused of doing
nothing, these figures actually prove that
altbough they do not go round the country
boasting of what they are deing, their
work speaks for itself in that direction.
Although mining is in a depressed state
at the present time, we have reason lo
believe that a good time for mining will
come again, and that for many years yet
mining will still be paramount among
the industries of Western Australia.
There is one other matter on which I
wish to speak and that is the question of
State Governors. For some time I have
held that the office of State Governov is
a useless one, as far as the States of
Australia are eoncerned. It is now near-
ing time when the term of office of -the
gentleman oceupying that position in
Western Australin will fall due. I have
heard the explanation of the Premier io
the guestion asked this afternoon and to
a certain extent it takes a great deal of
the wind out of ene's sails. But I think
this is a question vegarding which notf
only this Siate, but every State in the
Commeonwealih, should agitate. I do not
wish to see this matter dropped, because
I helieve that the money now paid for the
npkeep of Government House and the sal-
ary of the Governor, could be better
utilized. In the other States the gnestion
i1s agitating the minds of the people, but
many people hold that a man is disloyal
and wishes to “ent the painter” if he
speaks in favour of the abolition of State
Governors. When Federation was bronght
about, Joseph Chamberlain said he con-
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sidered it was the duty of Australia as
a whole to appoint a Governor, and that
the finances of each State in Australia
should be utilised to allow the gentleman
appointed as Governor General to form
the link between Aunstralia and Great
Britain. That was good advice, and T
trust after hearing the remarks of the
Premier thal Western Australia will keep
this matter before her Parliament and be-
fore her people. I do not think the fight
vn this question will be ended until =a
referendum of the whole of the people
is taken as to whether they desire State
Governors. Then if the people of Aus-
tralia decide in favour of the abolition
of the office, T think the powers would
not for one moment think of sending a
Governor to plaeces whiech did not want
them,

Mr. Dooley : What is the matter with
each State deeiding for itself 7

Mr. FOLEY : That is impossible ae-
cording to the reply given by the Premier
this afternoon. In the Vietorian Parlia-
ment, Mr, Towtcher, member for Ararat,
has brought this matter forward three
tunes, and on each gecasion Parliament
hays voted in favour of the abolition of
the office of State Governor, but when it
ecame to doing anything the Government
found they were powerless for the reason
that the Premier gave in reply to the
question this afternoon. It needs the
whole of Australia to speak on Lhe ques-
tion, and I trust that the whole of Aus-
tralia will speak in no nncertain voice,
and without bringing any personalities
to bear on the question, for if a man has
done good service for. a State each and
every one of us is desirous of giving him
eredit for it. The office of Governor has
been temporarily filled by the Chief Jus-
tices of the varions States at many times
when the Governors have been absent
on holidays or leave. Even that aspect
of the matter is open for criticism some-
times. In Australia each and every
man takes some prominent or small
part in politics, and 1 know of
one oecasion in one of the States when
the Chief Justice was holding the posi-
tion of Lieutenant-Governor certain ae-
tions on his part would not have met
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with the approbation of the people of
Australia generally if they had been fully
aware of them. 1 frust this question will
be kept before the minds of the people
until a referendum is taken and the
peaple are able to decide once for all
whether they intend to continue the pre-
sent system or not.

Mr. Docley : Tt is only a rubber-stamp
funetion.

Mr. FOLEY : I quite agree State
Governors are useless.

The Premier : I can assure you that
is absolutely wrong.

Mr. FOLEY : 1 have given my opinion
on the question, and have endeavoured
to cutline what I think will be the best
means of bringing about a remedy.

The Premier : It is only a change in
the meihod of appointment; you must
have a Governor.

My, FOLEY : I do not think it is
neeessary to have a Governor appointed
under the preseni system hecause it is
only nsing up the money of the State.
T want to find a remedy for this, and I
believe the people of Austrnlia want
a remedy for it. The matter will not be
setfled unfil each and every elector of
this State and of Auskralia bhas an op-
portunity of voting whether he believes
in continuing the office of State Gover-
nor. There is another matter I wish to
touch on, and ihat is the question of a
grant of £1,000 to the High School. When
on the hustings I told tbe clectors that
I believed in free and seeular edueation.
I believe it is the duiy of the churches
in this State to apply themselves to the
spiriinal wants of their people; I believe
that no chureh should be subsidised for
the education of her people. I helieve,
further, that it should be the birthriglt
of every Ausiralian to aspire to the
highest educational position possible.

Hon. J. Mitehell: The High school
is nof a church.

Mr. FOLEY : I am against the present
subsidy to the High School becanse there
are other schools in this State which are
doing equally good and better work (han
the High School is doing at the present
time, that is, taking into consideration
the number of candidates who pass for
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University honours. I am leaving out of
the question reference t¢ Rhodes Scholar-
ships; most people, I think, know my
opinion of Rhodes Scholarships, and I
do not wish to re-open that question ex-
cept to say that any school might get
Rhodes Scholarships. What T want to
point out is that the High School cannot
get the same percentage as two other
schools in  University examinalions in
Western Australia.

Mr. E. B. Jobnston : You do not know
what vou are talking about.

Mr. FOLEY : The hon. member went to
the High School.

Mr, Taylor : What does that prove ?

Mr. FOLEY : T think he was eduecated
by a gentleman whom he told the House
during the last session believed in in-
stilling gentlemanly ideas into the schol-
ars. I do not think the hon. member
wonld make such an interjection if that
educalion had done him any good. Re-
garding the High School there is one
matter I would like to see cleared up.
A Bill was before this House

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
is not in erder in discussing a vote which
is not on the Esfimates. The vote to the
High School is by speeial Act and eannot
be considered under the Estimates.

Mr. FOLEY : T would like to ask
whether, as the High School grant of
£1,000 35 on the Estimates, I am not in
order ?

The CHATRMAN : If there is a special
grant, certainly.

Mr. FOLEY : It is a special grant,
shown on page 18 of the Bstimates.

The Premier : That is under a special
Act, showing the halance.

Mr. FOLEY : Am I in order, Mr.
Chairman, in speaking on it ¢

The CITATRMAN : No; page1® ™ not
under diseussion; the discussion sfarts
on page 20. The hon. member is not in
order in disenssing a grant made hy a
special Act.

Mr, FOLEY : Under what “ -~viing
Order do vou rule that T - " sist
from speaking on this vote when it iz on
the Tistimates of revenue and exnenditure
for the ensuing term? Has not any
member of this House a right to .. 'ion
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any one item whether it is made by
special grant or not, equally as much as
any other item ?

The CHAIRMAN: In discussing the
Estimates, members will realise that they
can discuss the administrative portion,
but not the legislative, and any vote dealt
with by special Aet cannot be discussed
under the Estimates here.

Mr. FOLEY: If you rule me out of
order, it is useless to attempt to go on.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You have made
an attack we will not be able to answer.

Mr. FOLEY: I was put in a position
like that this session by one not far from
the hon. member’s row. I am sorry I
eannot speak on that subject because I
believe there will be a further amount,
and the actions of the present or any
future Government will he liable to be
eriticised in connection with a measure
already before Parliament. I am sorry
I cannot speak on it, but as I cannot I
do not intend to occupy the time of the
House. In conclusion I wish to say that,
though the Estimates in some cases are
very high, the Premier has been honest
enough to place before the people of
Western Australia the faet that there will
be a deficit this year. 1 trust that with
the good season which is coming—and I
hope the agricultural eentres will experi-
ence many move good seasons—and that
by the prosperity of every industry in
Western Australin  the HEstimates of
revenue will exceed the Premier’s anticipa-
tions, and that the balance will be on the
right side of the ledger at the end of the
financial year.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley) : It is not my
intention to offer many remarks on the
Estimates. Afler listening carefully to
the Premier when he delivered his Budget
speech the other evening, I could only
come to the conclusion that the affairs
of the eountry were in a rather bad way,
that our administrators were no business
men, that they had shown no desire to
mike both ends meet, and we are carrying
out a policy that in private husiness life
would quickly spell bankruptey. Those
were the conclustons I arrived at.

The Premier: How long did it take you
te arrive at them?
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Mr. MALE: It did not take me long.

The Premier: Before you saw the Esti-
mates.

Mr. MALE: In the BEstimates the Gov-
ernment have wilfully and with their eyes
open incrensed the expenditure of the
country counsiderably. We have only to
look at the general summary of expendi-
ture to see that there is an increase of
£6:34,000 for the present year, but we can
find that no attempt whatever has been
made to cut down expenses. We are to
be burdened with additional taxation. We
are proniised addilional taxation on our
Innd and on our incomes. We tind that
our railways are fo produce {153,000
more than they did in the previous year,
our water supplies are to provide £200,000
odd more than previously, and our State
steamers are to return a revenue of some
£71,000 odd, and ihere are a number of
olher items, nearly all of which show an
inerease, and in addilien to all this in-
creased revenue, which we are (o antiei-
pate, we are io be burdened with extra
taxation, and vel we are io fnish the
year with a deficit of nearly £300,000. I
think that is anything but a gzlorious
vecord for the Treasurer to bring hefore
the House. If T had to deal with a board
of directors, and even if I considered the
estiraates of revenue that | had presented
fair and proper, T think I would blush
with shame at the tale [ would have to
tell of my stewardship. Economies nil,
expenditure lavish, and the outlook, so Ear
as I can see, is still even more unpromis-
ing than this disastrous statement itself.
We are told, to use the words of the Pre-
mier, that he is not ashamed of his deficit,
because there is the prospect of a glorious
season whieh is practically assured, and
wilh a good harvest during the succeeding
vear he ventures to prediet wilth some
degree of cerlainty the exlinetion of the
defieit within 24 months. What is it
afler all? 1t is a question of gambling
with seasons to eome, gambling on matr-
kets unknown, On those grounds our
financial Micawher, hoping against hope,
promises to wipe out the deficit in so
short a time.

Mr. Dooley: What items of expendi-
ture do you think are unnecessary?
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Mr. MALE: T do not think this pro-
mise of wiping out the defieit in so short
a time would even convince the most
optimistic of our bankers. Even the
British money lenders will require some-
what better security from the Treasurer
than the promise of good seasons to come
before lending money at a reasonable rate
of interest,

Mr. Dooley: They know of the develep-
ment that is going on.

Mr. MALE: And I think, also, that
our friends in the Hastern States will
not be easily gulled, even though they
will have the persnasive tongue of Mr.
Gardiner to listen to. They know the
differences in the Australian seasons, and
thevy know the value of them before they
advance money on such security. That
the leading financier of the State should
build up his Estimaies on so insecure a
basis is sulficient to alienate all feelings
of security the pablic may have either in
our finances or our financiers. What
would my banker tell me, what would be
his atlitude, if I asked for a loan on such
flimsy security with a knowledge that I
was inerensing wages considerably and
that 1 was inereasing my expenditure and
wmaking no atlempt to economise?

The Premier:
case.

Mr. MALE: Would my banker tolerate
such a position if T said 1 required more
money, and that T would promise to pay
him hecause T was certain thai T was
going fo have a good season next year,
and that then 1 should have lots more
money with which to pay him back. Why,
the child in (he street would ridieule such
a propozal. T this s an example of the
methods of our leading financier, if this is
the best he can show us, I think it is time
we passed the Accountancy Bill and in-
sisted on the Treasurer himself qualify-
ing before being allowed to continue fur-
ther in the office of Treasurer. The
Treazurer himself on a previous oceasion
gave us a aquotation from Thorold Rogers,
who said, “If there was anything (hat
would make me distrust a polifician it
was the faet thai (he politician continu-
ally Dhoasted of fhe splendid natural re-

That is not so in our
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sources of his State and used it for the
purpose of obtaining more money.”

The Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr. MALE: It is indeed an apt quota-
tion to be used by the Premier, a quota-
tion which I think ean very well be ap-
plied to him now. We have heard a good
deal about the peried of introdncing the
Budget, and it is amusing to read the
Premier’s own remarks on a Budget debate
oa a previeus oceasion, and ¢compare those
remarks with his attitude to-day. In eri-
tieising the Budget of 1910 delivered by
my friend, the leader of the Opposition,
the Premier then said—

I think the time has arrived when we
should introduee our Estimates at the
commencement of the term for which
those TEstimates will apply. (Mr.
Jaeoby: We cannot do it.) The mem-
ber for Swan should know that it ean
be done and is done in other parts of
the world.

How well tlie Premier has done so, and
how he has shown himself capable of
doing s0 has been evideneed. But the man
who twitted the present leader of the Op-
position for not doing so has failed him-
self 1o do it. The Premier when leader
of the Opposition then went on n his ve-
marks to ecomplain that certain items ap-
peared in the Estimates which could not
be deleted, as portion of the money had
already been expended, and he wenl on to
Say-—

For four solid years 1 fought this
question most strenuously, and each
year received exactly the sawe state-
ment from couniry memhers on the
Government side as to the reason why
they eould not suppert the deletion of
ihe item. “We will warn the Govern-
ment thatl it must not oeeur again.” Lhey
said, but eacl year lhe same thing has
happened. The Treasurer ought fo be
in the position early in July to submit.
the ILstimates of receipts and expendi-
ture for the ecurrent year just as well
as he cab in October or November,

The Premier: He ought to be.

Mr. MALFE: And T say that the man
who twilted our leader ought to have been
in the same posilion according 1o his own
line of argument. Personally 1 do not
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think it is possible to bring down the Esti-
mates in July, the very moment our finan-
eial year finishes. I do think the Pre-
mier should fry and be a little consistent.
He as a member of the Oppaosition rubbed
it into ns because we did not do certain
things, but when he is put in the respon-
sible position himself how sadly does he
fail.
My, Taylor: Wait till next year.
Mr, MALE: The same old ery. TLet
me again quote our friend the Premier—
The time has arrived when the House
should make it known io the Govern-
ment that 1n future we must meet earlier
in the year and receive the Estimates not
later than Aungust when the Treasnrer
should be in a posiiion to submit his
finaneial proposals . . . . . . .
Here we have five months of the current
year gone and we have not touched the
Estimates.
Nearly as bad this time.
We are going on in that haphazard
method year after year and yet Parlia-
ment, particularly the Legisiative As-
sembly, boasts that as representing the
people it has control of the finances of
the country. It has npothing of the
kind. Parliament’s control of the
finances is only a farca. We are get-
ting into that posilion now that the
finances of the ecountry are in the hands
of and are absolulely coutrolled by five
or six Cabinet Ministers.
The Estimafes come down as late as ever,
and still the Cabinet of five or six Mini-
sters are, Lo all intents and purposes, con-
trelling the finances. Last year the Pre-
mier told ws that the Government during
the recess inftended to give eareful atten-
tion to departmental administration with
a view o making improvements and effect-
ing economies. Let us hope we shall see
a better result next year than we have
seen this year, but what I am afvaid of
is that the Treasurer has found his posi-
tion as Treasurer somewhat similar to
the position he finds himself in as Pre-
mier, for did he not candidly admit to
a deputation of nnemploved which waited
on him the other day that the State was
too big for one Government to manage.
The Premier: I did not say anything
of the kind.
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Mr. MALE: It read in the newspaper
very much like that, and I am afraid that
our Treasurer has also found thai the
posifion of Treasurer is too big for one
man to fill.

Mr. Dooley: He i1s doing very well.

Mr. MALE: We have not heard that
anything is too big for the Federal Gov-
ernment and perhaps that might explain
why to-day our State Savings Bank is
going to be handed over to the eontrol of
the Federal Government.

Mr. Dooley: Would you
banks?

Mr. MALE: It appears to me lhat we
are going to hand over this bank so that
the Premier may be relieved of scme of
that greal burden which is on his should-
era.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MALE: I was remarking that we
never hear of anything being too big for
the Federal Parliament, althoungh we have
lieard that the State was too big for the
State Parliament to manage, and I was
pointing out that perhaps this explains
the reason why out savings bank is being
handed over to the Federal Government
for the reason that it might relieve the
chormous stain and great pressure of
work that is being imposed upon the Col-
onial Treasurer. In 1911, not so very
long ago, the Premier then remarked—

1 view with great alarm the loss of
sich an insticution, but we vealise that
we are individually and collectively
“State Protectors,” and must look after
our people’s welfare in this and other
matters, Therefore, T do not desire to
say anything which can be viewed,
construed, or aceepted as being in the
natore of a threat, but we view the ques-
tion with suel seriousness that I have
already considered ways and means for
carrving on our State -Savings Bank
apart altopether from any Common-
wealth buildings or assistance.  Per-
sonally, T think we can make use of
our many schools in the various dis--
tricts, and in wany cases of the tea-
chers established at those sehools.

At that time the Premier was very slrong
on the point that the Savings Bank should
be retained to the State. but what is the

have two
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attitude we find him taking up at the '

present time? What were the words the
Premier used in his speech the other night
when he {old us to be lion-hearted? Ap-
parently we musi he lion-hearted in our
generosiiy (o his Federal friends, as, for
instance, In the giving away of our State
Savings Bank. To-day he tells us—
But the question arises as to whether
it is wise for the State to either join
in parinership or hand over control of
the Savings Bank to the Commonwealth,
recognizing as we do the magnificent
benefit the institution has been to the
State.
The Premier went on to say that he musi
admii, after considering the proposals of
the (iovernor of the Commonwealth Bank
—he was not at liberty to disclose them
in detail-—~if we obtained some modifica-
tion of some of those unknown terms, he
thoughi il would he wise for ns to allow
the Cummonwealth Government to fake
over the control of the Savings Banks.
What dilferent words from those we heard
fromn the Premier last vear!

Hero W (. Angwin {Monorary AMin-
1ster) : There may be different conditions.

Mr. MALE: Tt may be so: I do not
know. Bui at that time last vear the
Premier had already thought out ways
and means g0 that we could he independ-
enl of Federal buildings and Federal men.
We were, in fact, to use our own State
schools, and their teachers, if necessary.
rather than allow our State Savings Bank
to he taken from us by the Common-
wealih. The Premier has often twitted the
leader of the Opposition with improperly
using moneys received from the sale of
Governmient property. Tn connection
with that mafter, T find when veferring to
it, he said—

Tt 1= well to consider also ihat the
present Government, as well as the
Moore and Rason Governments, found
a considerable amount of moeney from
the sale of Government property—pro-
perty which was hought by the use of
Loan Funds—and, instead of using the
proceeds of the sale of that property
for the purpose of the redemplion of
onr loan or meeting the sinking-fund
charges on loan (whiech I econtend is the
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proper way of dealing with them), they

have used them for general revenue pur-

poses, and for the construction of roads

and bridges and in other like ways.
In turning to the pages at the end of the
present Estimates, it appears to me that
the Premier is continuing to do that which
he so strongly condemned, and which was
improper when done by us. 1 am open
to correction if T am wrong, but it does
appear that he is continuing that very
practiee which, when performed by us,
was absolutely wrong and improper. How
easy it is to find the mote in the eye of
one’s brother, and how difficult to see the
mote in one's own eye! We find this same
kind of thing eontinued right through the
Estimates. Practices that were criticised
when the Premier was in Opposition are
still heing carvied on hy him.

Afr, Heitmann: You ean erilicise them
lrow in your turn.

My, MALE: Jt does appear to me that
the whole fhing is nothing move nov less
than a chapter of humbug and hypoerisy.
Ler us fake another instance of this hum-
bug. Iere ave the words of the present
Premier, when criticising again—

The poliey of the Government is one
af just doing what they choose wilh the
funds of the State, so long as they can
depend upon all their members when
the Fstimates are brought down. Only
the other evening, when discussing the
Southern Cross-Bullfinch Railway, we
had the admission of the Premier that
he was going fo antieipate what Parlia-
ment would do in the future, and pro-
vide the money for the eonstruection of
ihis work out of Loan Funds. Without
any anthovisation from Parliament he
was going to do an illezal Act. As I
said previously, if the people claim
anvthing at all from eoustitutional Gov-
ernmeant, it is the rizht to eontrol the
expenditure of public revenue, but in
actions like these, where is the safety
from the public standpoint? There is
none whatever. The Government ean
do what they like and rely on their sup-
porters not only acquiescing but eventu-
ally legalising what was an illegal act.
Mr. Taylor: What vear was that?
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Mr. MALE: Those were the words of
the present Premier in November, 1910.
What is the position to-day? THave the
Government received the authority of Par-
liament to buy steamers, and run a State
Steamship Department? Have they au-
thoriiy to run butchers’ shops and the
many other trading concerns which they
bave initiated since Parliament last met?
They have absolutely no authority what-
ever, unless it is the authority of the
Trades Hall.

The Premier: The authority of ihe
people.
Mr. MALE: The authority of the

Trades Hall, and the knowledge that their
supporters will voie with them when the
matier is brought up. Tt is absolutely as
the 'remier alleged against his predeces-
sors, “a poliev of doing just what they
choose with the Stare’s money.” His own
words ¢an be quofed against him, and
strike home every time. I have already
gaid thal 1 am no believer in a poliey of
State enterprise in the way of trading
concerns; I say again that T do not he-
lieve in (hat poliev. 1 believe the prin-
¢iple i a bad gne, and wiser men than T
have thought so long ago.

The Premier: You do not believe any-
tiring of the kind in your owa heart.

Mr. MALF: T do. Tt absolutely elimi-
nates what is most essential in business,
and thai is the element of wholesome com-
pefition,

The Premier: Would you abolish State
enlerprise in connection with our rail-
ways?

Mr. MALE: I would be prepared to
consider that. T am sure that, if we had
had private enterprise confrolling our
railways, we would have had more rail-
ways constructed than at the present time,
and the couniry would have heen opened
up quicker. I object to State butehering
shops. I object to the purchase of a
sausage machine, althongh the Minister
assured ws that it wounld soon pay for it-
self. Let uz hope that it will. Has it
come fo this that we must advertise State
sausages as a sonrce of revenue to meet
this deficit? It reminds me of the refer-
ence made by Adam Smith, the great po-
litieal economist, in his Wealth of Nations,
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which is so well known to the Attorney
General.

Mr. Carpenter: He is dead.

Mr. MALE: He is dead, but his work
lives, and he is still regarded as an au-
thoriiy on many pelitical and economie
questions. Adam Smith in his Wealth of
Nations says—

The sovereizn, like any other owner
of stock, may derive a revenue from it,
either by employing it himself, or by
lending it. EHis revenue is in the one
case profif, in the other interest. The
revenue of a Tartar or Arabian chief
eonsists in profit. 1t arises principally
from the milk and inerease of his own
herids and flocks, of which lie himself
superintends the management, and is
the prineipal sheplerd of his own horde
or tribe. It 1s, however. in the earliest
and rudest state of eivil government
only that profir has ever been made lo
Tform the prineipal part of the pnblie
revenue of a monarehical state. Small
republics have sometimes dervived a con-
siderable vevenue from the profit of

*meveantile projects.  The republic of
Hamburg is said to do so from the pro-
fite of a wine cellar and apothecary’s
shop. The siate cannot he very great
of whieh the sovereign has lelsure to
earry on the teade of a wine merchant
or apothecary.
The point T want to make is that the
State cannot he so very great of which
the Ministers have leisure to carry on the
trades of hotel-keepers. butchers. dairy-
men, and many other like trades. Tas
it eome to that pass that we must resort
to these old practices, that we are to
seek our revenue from onr hutchers’ shops
and other like ventures. Are we indeed
oing back to those daik old ages, lo the
methods which they adopted then? Then
all T ean say is—alas, alas, for the bene-
fits which we should have derived from
our system ot compulsory and free eduea-
tion; if it cannot promise better methods
than that it is time we should look to
other methods for improvement.

Mr. Heitmann: Are you against the
State providing warships to defend yon?

Mr. MALE: That is not a method of
profit. There is no analogy whatsoever.
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The hon. member would not like to com-
pare that with a buteher’s shop. Our
State ventures will not be the suceess
anticipated, and in my opinion much more
good could have been achieved by the
Government with less expenditure of
maney, and with the money expended in a
different manner, We cannot make the
net profits which have heen anticipated
by the Treasurer out of old steamers.
neither will eharters to New Zealand re-
duce the price of meat in Perih. The
Government are undertaking work which
they do not understand; and were there
the enormous profits io be made which we
hear of in connection with these State
ventures, then T ecan only say that Lhe
business men of Perth and TFremantle
have sadly missed their golden oppor-
tunity and should to-day be wealthy men
instead of still following their various
vocations. The Premier prediets the wip-
ing out of the deficit in two short years.
I prediet, and I think on equally good
grounds, and as sonnd logic as the Trea-
surer advanced, a deficit of nearer half a
million at the end of the time than the
balance the Premier predicts. T trust the
House and the conntry will appreciate the
Estimates for what they are worth, and
T feel sure that when they realise fully
the future ontlook they will insist on
some attempt heing made to adjust our
finances and not to allow ihe present
methods te eoniinue.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): I congratn-
late the Premier on his straightforward
and honest statement of anticipated re-
venue aud expenditure for the eurrent
year. [ have noticed in remard to the
eriticism directed agninst the Government
that those on the Oppositinn benehes have
never attacked the principles for whiek
the money is to he expended, but they
have simply indulged in croaking and
whining and whimpering that they do not
to-night vecupy the Treasury benches. Tn
fact. the “breezy optimism™ that (he mem-
ber for Noriham (Hon, J. Mitchell) pos-
sessed when he was a Minister of the
Crown has now all vanished. and we find
from the speeches of those on the Op-
position benches that they are continn-
ally indulging in croaking and. in my
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opinion, doing a great deal to destroy the
confidence and credit of this great State
to which we belong, In faet, they bave
conuveyed the impression that they are
someéthing like the babes in ihe wood;
melancholy and sad they wander ihrough
a mass of ligures, they embark through a
thicket of taxation and become eniangled
in a nelwork of pessimistic prophecies,
and they get scared at the sociplistic tiger
and bhecome almost frightened to death
by an old bogey named “counfiscation’”
and at last have wandered intu the pools
of “stugnalion”—us the Premier so very
apily deseribed the leader of the Opposi-
tion when he veferved to the stagnation in
the Lands Department. and said ihat
when the leader of the Oppusition walked
through the eorridors of that depactment
there were mirrovs there and the honour-
able gentleman looked iuto one and saw
“stagnation.” Unfortunately that is the
position the oecupants of the Opposition
benches are taking up in regard to this
Government. During tlte (welve maonths
they have been in Oppesition wandering
through the woods they have become font-
sore and weary, and they have sat down
by the knotty old tree of *vested inter-
ests” and eonsoled (hemselves with a
vefrain. In fact 1 can hear the member
for Northam singing to the leader of the
Opposition—

Sussex, Sussex, L've been thinking

What has hecome of me,

Bath and Secaddan are doing belter

Than ever T hoped to see.

And we find the member for Sussex re-
plying —

Northam, Northam, I’ve been thinking

I ean never hope to dream,

To sit upon those henches vonder

Naw oceupied by Secaddan’s leam.
Now, the leader of the Opposition in his
eriticism was mosl iheonsislent in some
of his reasoning, Me twitted the fiotern-
ment with the fact that they were jooking
after their supporters and theirown class
interests in exempiing in rezard to -
come fax the men receiving £3 a week;
and then, in the next breath. he con-
demned the Government for introducing
a land (axation measure that does awya
with exemptions and rebhates and doing
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away with the class incidence of that par-
tienlar faxation. The reasoning was not
consistent.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You could not
understand i, that was the trouble.

Mr. LEWIS: The leader of the Op-
position referred to the report of the
Commissioner of Railways that although
the expenditure had increased there was
no correspouding inerease of energy or
effort on the pari of the railway staff.
That statement cannot be borne out by
facts. 1 will absolutely defy econtradie-
tien in saying that in our rallways we
have a large body of intelligent. ener-
getie, and careful men; and this can be
proved by the fact ihat, first of all, on
last Show day, we carried something be-
tween 30,000 and 10,000 people ou the
railways withont hitch or aceident of any
kind, and in the second place besause of
onr immunity from accideuts. Is it not
far betler to pay these men fair wages
and give them fair and equitable condi-
tions of labour than to pay out o fairly
large amount of money by way of com-
pensaiion, as is fhe case in Vietoria and
in the orther States of (he Commenwealth
where acenlents have oceurred invelving
the State in large sums of money? I
will quote a few figures from the Com-
monwealth Tear Book for 1910-11. In
New South Wales during the year there
were 46 killed and 368 injured; in Vie-
toria there were 39 killed and 529 in-
jured; in Queensland there were 16 killed
and 104 injured; in South Australia 13
killed and 215 injured; and in Western
Australia, a record for the lot, there were
13 killed and 114 injured.

Mr. Taylor: How does fthat compare
with the number of passengers lifted?

Mr. LEWIS: It eompares very favour-
ably indeed. There is this feaiure about
it: owing to the vast development of this
State many of our stations are not inter-
locked. conserquently the men have to in-
cur greater risks. It is only of recent
years that the system has been hrought
into existence in the State. Further
than that, we find that the railway men
have had to eontend with congested yards,
want of engine power and shortage of
rolling siock. T have known shunters to
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break up one train owing to the scarecity
of rolling stock and make up anobher
train. The testimony of vecords so far as
immunity of accidents is concerned justi-
fies the Government giving that increase
in order to encourage the men to make
themselves efficient so far as their duties
are concerned. I contend that the state-
ment of the Commissioner of Railways
was more like a reflection on his own ad-
ministration. We can say that so far as
the railway staff are concerned the great
bulk of them have done their duly eon-
seientiously and have carried out their
duties faithfully and have done all the
work right up to the hilt. Consequently
wliere could increased efliciency eome in?
Therefore the stalement of (he Commis-
sioner means lhat the admiristration in
the past have allowed the staff to loaf.
In fael the Conmissincer infers that
mnch by his statement. ¥e infers that
the staff in the past have been loafing
and idiing.

Mr. Taylor: He does not infer that.

My, TLEWIS: He says as much, be-
cause he says he has seen no correspond-
g increase of efficieney or effort de-
spite {he fael of inereased wages. We
have in his own report that there are no
defaleations and that the men have acted
honestly. T think that is also a tribute
to the men. T repudiate fhe statement
made by the Commissioner where he in-
fers that the railway men are idling their
time away.

The Minister for Mines: He does .not
infer it at all. He says there is no in-
creased efficiency.

Mr. LEWIS: He infers that they were
doing it in the past.

The Minister for Mines: If you like to
read that into if, vou ean, but he does
not say so.

Mr. LEWIS: T contend he does.

Mr. Taylor: It is more reasonable to
infer that the railway men were work-
ing to concert piteh before.

Mr. LEWIS: These are the Commis-
sioner’s words—

The various ilems improving the fin-
ancial position of the staff at large as
detailed above total £107.300. It is
with extreme regret that T have ob-
served no general inerease of energy
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or effort corresponding with such a

large increase of expenditure.

The Minister for Mines: That does not
say they are idling.

Mr, Swan: If he did not aceuse them
there he does it somewhere else.

Mr. LEWIS: In the past they have done
their duty and done it faithfully and well.

Mr. Taylor: They were worked hard
before the increase¢ was given, and he
could not get any more out of them; that
it altogether different.

Mr, LEWIS: At the end of the re-
port he compliments the staff on the
work iley have done. In my opinion
these two stalements are ineconsistent.
There is another matter I would like to
refer to in connection with the adminis-
tration of our railways. 1 realise that in
a vast organisation where there is a large
number of men there always will be a
small percentage of what may be termed
wasters, but we find that the Commis~
stoner and the heads of branches view the
men with suspicion. Instead of work-
ing with the siaff in a co-operative way,
realising that it is largely due to the
efforts of the siaff to get a good result
from the railway system, they view al-
most every man with a certain amount of
suspieton. [ think that is regrettable. If
we wanl {o see good resulls from those
employed in the railway system, we want
to encourage them and try to get co-
operation. Now there are many ways
in which expenditure could be reduced
to make up for some of these increases
justly given to the railway service. T
notice there was £662 last vear for the
renewal of cehoppers, £500 for the re-
newal of gide chaing, and a host of
other delails which. by eareful watching,
might be excised with a view fo redneing
expenditure. Yet in our system we have
mspeciors going round and reporfing
hard working station masters for nof re-
moving cobwebs from atong the ver-
andah. Again. I contend the Railway De-
pariment could adopt a more businesslike
aliitude in regard to our frain service,
We have had. on the suburban serviee
between Perth and Bellevue during 1911-
12, owing to the wonderfully inereased
development of the suburbs along that
line, an increased expenditure of some-
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thing like £10,973; but despite that in-
crease there are very few additional
trains. In faet, the train leaving May-
lands at three minutes past seven in the
morning is overerowded to such an extent
that there are 15 and 16 passengers in a
second-class compartment, and very often
the irains vight through the day are simi-
larly overcrowded. [ have repeatedly
wade representations to the railway auath-
orities with vegavd to an improved ser-
vice, but I wet the same old slereotyped
departmental reply, “It is under con-
sideration.” We have also on the South-
Waestern line, on the south side of the
river, a district which has heen neglected,
an inerease between Perth and Armadale
during 1911-12 of something like £1,763,
wolwithstanding whiel we have to wait
very often from 2% to 3 hours for a
train during the day.

The Minister for Mines: There is Bel-
mont. too, where we are losing 3s. per
train mile,

Mr. LEWIS: In answer to that T con-
tend that travelling facilities create traffie.
Establish a decent service and vou can
develop districts which otherwise wonld
not he developed. In Victoria, on the
onfer cirele railway. the department give
a man a ticket for 12 months in order
that people may be encouraged to reside
in the outer suburbs, where they can
live under more healthy conditions amid
gental surronndings.  All you have to do
is to give an nproved service, and von
will have other suhurbs similar to those
belween Perili and ¥Fremantle. In re-
gard to the proposed abolition of the
Stote Governor, this is a quesltion which
was digeussed when the Federal Constitu-
tion was submitied to the people of the
Slute. One of the main arguments urged
in favour of adopting that Constitution
was that it would bring about n decrease
of expenditure so far as the State Gov-
ernments were concerned. The term of
the present occupant of that position is
about to expire, for he has been promoted
fo another State. In regard to lhe oceu-
paut of that pesition, T would like to
congratulate the Stfate to which he s
going on having secured a very able man,
a man who has generally, during his
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occupaney of the position in this State,
shown wonderful tact and marked ability,
and has fulfilled the duties of his position
with credit to himself and satisfaction to
the people of the State, At the same time
I would like to see the Government en-
deavour to give effect to the proposed
abelition of the office. I know there are
many constitutional diffienlties in  the
way, but T would like to see the Govern-
ment exhaust every method to hring about
the proposed change. This question was
ventilated at the last eleetion, and the
people thorouglly endorsed it. 1 would
also like te see Lhe abolition of that old,
fossilised, obstructive Chamber, known
here as “another place.”

The CHATRMAXN : The hon. member is
not in ordrr in referring to another place
in that manner. The hon. member must
withdraw,

Mr, LEWIS: T withdraw. In regarad
to the ferry services, I appreciate the ac-
tion of the Government in nationalising
the service from Barraek-stre¢t 1o Mend-
street, South Perth. Since 1hat service
was nationalised a number of people have
gone over there to reside who, under other
conditions, wonld not have done so. T
regret, however, that the Government are
not moving as quickly as I would like with
the nationalising of all these ferry ser-
vices. We have a service to Coode-street;
then we have Como, with a magnificent
heach. All that is necessary is to insti-
tute a ferry service, and I veuture to say
it will pay handsomely during the coming
summer. Como has a very clean beach,
and by inslituting a ferry service ihere we
would develop the place and get excellent
results. | sincerely hope the Colonial
Seerelary will fulfil his promise to nation-
alise this service at an early date. One
thing I have to complain about is in con-
nection with administration, in regard
to the dealings with eorrespondence in the
various departments. The same old me-
thods of circumlocation and hanging up
things exist to-day that existed previously,
in faet one can write in and expect to
wait five or six weeks before an answer
is fortheoming, 1t is remarkable that we
have a Press in the State, and certain
business firms, which can furnish a prompt

2049

reply to eorrespondence affecting the Gov-
ernment ol the State, whereas it takes the
under-secrelaries five or six weeks to fos-
sick out an answer of any sort.

The Premier: Some of these outside
people give answers about fthings that
have never happened.

Mr. LEWIS: Farmers can write fo the
Sunday Times and get replies to ques-
tions affecting Adminisiration and mat-
ters connected with the Government,
whereas they would have to wait weeks
hefore getfing an answer from the de-
partment. T am very well pleased with
the proposals submitted in the Esiimates.
In regard Lo the expenditure on the var-
ions trading concerns which have been
brought into existence, it is loo sovn, yet,
to be able to realise what an advantage
the State will reap from these enterprises,
No doubt in 12 months® time the Opposi-
tion will be squirming when they see the
profit that will have been made.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle} : I re-
gret that we are hot hearing the tullest
expression of opinien from our friends
on the opposite side. 1 do not know
whether they take it for granted that
their leader, in that exhaustive eriticism
which he delivered last week, also ex-
hausted his followers and said all that
they would like to say if they were as well
able as he. Tt has been interesting, as it
usnally is, to hear the ordinary criticism
on the Treasnrer’s financial statement,
and particularly to hear that of the ex-
Treasurer. We must set a Treasurer to
cateh a Treasurer. The ordinary member
of the Comnittee is not so conversant
with the intricacies of State finance as is
the man who has been for some time in
charge of the Treasury, and so we have
to look, and rightly so, to the ex-Treas-
urer to point out just where the present
Treasurer has failed. The trouble al-
ways is thai so much depends upon
whether the Treasurer or the ex-Treas-
urer is one side or the other, It is
somewhat amnsing to refer to the
speeches of former Treasurers or former
leaders, and find how they laid down the
sound principles of finance whilst some-
badv else had charge of ihe Treasury.
It does not apply exclusively to either
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side of the House. or to any party; my
experience has been that the reports are
equatly good, and the only ill-effect
if ill-effect it may have at all, is that it
somewhat mystifies the ordinary tax-
payer when he finds that, one after the
other, the Treasurer and the ex-Treas-
urer, as time goes on, takes continual
exception to the manner in which certain
expenditure has been made, or certain

payments have heen withheld; and the

only consolation is that, in spite of it all,
we rub along somehow and still keep
afloat. The present Treasurer has, in my
opinion, made as ¢lear and plain a state-
ment of the finances as any of his pre-
decessors: in faet, T think T ean go fur-
ther and say he has strained every elfort
to put the matter hefore the country in
the clearest possible wayv. I ecntend that
the ideal finaneial statement is one which
will make the state of the ecountry’s
finanees as elear to the average artisan,
say, as a slalement of his own week’s
work and income; or so simple and plain
that the average hounsewife would be able
to understand it as easily as she would
understand the statement of her house-
hold accounts. When you can put it as
elearly as that you will remove a goud
deal of suspicion which the average tax-
paver has to-day for the Treasurers of
bolli parties. Wge¢ have become accus-
tomed to deficits. I think sometimes we
lose sight of the faet that we have never
vet readjusted our State finances since
the very serious disturbanee caused by
the advent of TFederation. Previous to
thot time sve had in this State an enor-
mons income from Customs.

Mr. Helitmann :  And, still earlier,
some deficits,
Mr. CARPENTER : That may e,

but. just prier to Federation we had the
pleasure of spending revenue on publis
works, With the advent of Federation
we had this very serious change, that
whereas the State revenue from Customs
at about that time was, [ am not quite
sure. but I believe, hetween £7 and £8
per head, the Commonwealth, when it
came, gave us only  bhetween £3
and £4 per head. That meant a very
serious diminntion in nur State income.
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While efforts Lave been made since then
with more ov less enthusinsm io square
the ledger, it is remarkable that for some
vears past we have had deficits rather
than surpluses. If members will lock
at the return No. 10—I will not quote any
of the figures—they will find that taking
ilte seven years with which that return
deals—it sets out the fgures month by
month—of the 84 months in that return
we have lad a wmonthiy deficit on 78
occasions and a surplus on six oceasions
only, so I say we have never vet readjusted
our finances and the danger, if there be
any danger at all, lies here, that we are
ilabie lo it dowu under it and argue that
seeing we lave gol along fur so many
vears amd shown a deficil, we need not
worry Lo tuke anvthing like extrnordin-
arv means to square our ledger. I sup-
pose most of us would be hetter pleased
it this year or last had shown a eash
halance on onr State ledger, hut, while
1 have no wish to exeuse any Treasurer
from ecither side of the House, it is only
fair tu rementher that we are engaged just
now in developing a very hig business
eoncern and we are in the same position
as a business man would be building up
hits buosiness if he found it paid him better
io have a deficit in his ledger at the end
of the vear so long as by doing so he was
Pputting more into his capital account and
securing a larger income in future years.
In that vespeet he would he justified.
We are in that position, and T think
members generally will recognise that it
has been considered unwise to cut down
onr expenditure for the mere sake of
showing a eash surplus. Tt may have
heen done. it was done two years ago aned
it was done under stress. To show
what g strain it must have been, members
mieht east their minds back {o the fact
that almost immediately after that caslh
balance was shown just prior to the last
zencral eleetion, the expenditure mounted
up again and we had a large deficit the
next month. T was saying we have not
vet adjusted our finances and in time to
come we shall have to face this question
whelther we are content to receive the
very small amount we are receiving at
present in direct taxation or do as we
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are doing, make our State revenue depend
upon our trading concerns. I am quite
aware that some members on the other
side of the House are altogether against
the State entering upon these trading
concerns, and for those who take up that
attitude it is a very fair question to ask,
in the event of this not being done and
a profit not beingy made from these con-
cerns what means do they suggest for oh-
taining revenue? We cannot go on for
all time showing deficits. 1n spite of the
excuses we may make or the reasons wa
may give for present deficits. the time will
come when with furller development we
should be showing a balanee on the right
side, and memhers who do not agree with
the Slaote entering into these econcerns
have il cast on them to show in what way
they would derive revenue if the profit
is not going into ihe Treasury from Siate
trading coneerns.

Hon. J, Miiehell:
ledger last year.

Mr, CARPENTER: I have pointed out
that 1he strain was so great that as soon
as the eritical time was over the expendi-
gure jumped up again and there was a
strong suspieion that there had been
cheese-paring to secure that surplus. 1
ami nol going to detract in the least from
what the es-Treasurer did. I remember
the great booning of the little surplus
of £13,000 all over the ecountry and in
the following month up went the expendi-
ture and the surplus vanished.

Mr. Allen: As soon as your Government
came in, )

Mr. CARPENTER : 1 am uot regarding
the maiter from the party point of view.
We have to face the ¢question whether
we will be dependent upon cur State trad-
ing eoncerns for owr State revenue.

We balanced the

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do vou suggest
we should?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in interjecting while out of
hig seat.

Mr. CARPENTER : T am pointing ont
to those who =say we ought not to enter
upon State rrading concerns that the obli-
gation rests on them to show in what way
we are going 1o get sufficient revenue to
earry on the concerns of Government.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: We have done it
in the past.

Mr. CARPENTER : There are only two
means, direct or indirect taxation. The
indireet taxation is taken from us as far
as Customs duties are concerned, and we
have land and income left upon which to
levy direct taxalion. We have also dividend
duties, but land and income taxation must
be our chief sources of income, Will those
members who say they do nol agree with
State trading eoncerns advocate raising
our revenue by direct taxalion? If so,
some of them will have to revise their
tenets of taxation before they get back
on the Treasury benches.

My, Heitmann: Charging school fees
for instance.

Mr. CARPENTER ; [ have heard about
that, but the leader of the Opposition
realised that public opinion was eontrary
to it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Faney running
the State on the profits from sausages.

Mr. CARPENTER : T question the wis-
dom of aliowing ourselves to drift into
this habit of raising onr revenne from
our State trading concerns. Perhaps I
do not take up that attitude from the
same point of view as members op-
posite.  As one who believes in State
socialism, I want to see Stale industries
established, not for the sake of making
proiit to save revenue, but for the sake
of giving to the people the full benefit of
these concerns as against those privately
managed. If we are going to make the
railways bring in half & million a year
of revenue, that means we are getting
out of the people a half a willion more
than the value of the service we render
and that half a million 18 taxation. If we
extend our operations inio State ferries
or jeities or hotels or steamships or tram-
ways or things of that sort, are we going
to continue the poliey of making these
concerns a lever fo extort taxes from our
people under the guise of profits? From
the peint of view of one who wants to
see these things nationalised so that we
can get the fullest benefit from them, that
is to say just to give us a margin to come
and go upon and apart from that margin
let all the rest he devoted to giving the
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best possible service for the ieast possible
cost, unless we do that we are handicap-
ping our Stafe concerns, and those who
believe in the State control of these enter-
prises as the best thing have that obstacle
placed in their way, that the people do
not get the full benefit in those matters
which we have always claimed would be
cheapened to them once they passed under
State control. T submit this for the con-
sideration of members on my own side
of the House that in my opinion we are
drifting into a wrong policy altogether
in raising so mnch of our revenne, which
is not really an honest revenue at all, but
which is simply profit, that is, something
in excess of the value of the services we
give to the people for which we make
them pay. So long as we continue this
we cannot wonder at this happening: if
the railways, for instance, are turning in
half a million surplus every year
Hon. J. Mitehell: Are they?

Mr. CARPENTER: Well, say a quarter
of a million, that is nearer the mark. We
cannot wonder al the employees, especi-
ally those on the lower rung of the ladder,
saying the Clovernment are getting o
profit ont of their labour:

Mr. Harper: The farmer pays for that.

Mr. CARPENTER: The farmer pays
like anyhody else, he pays for the services
he gets and a little bit over, and everyone
else who uses the railways pays in the
same way. That is the point. We are
raising from these who use the services
something in addition to the ordinary
taxation. The people who do not use the
raitways eseape to that extent their fair
share of the taxation. So long as we are
making a big profit from a trading con-
cern the men engaged In it are justified
in asking whether they are getling a fair
retnrn for their services to the State when
the State is making so many hundreds of
thousands profit out of the concern. Seo
long as we are doing that the workers
might say that either they are being
robbed. or, that those who use the
service are being robbed, or, in other
words are paying more than the value
of the service given to them. I put
it from the point of view of one
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who wants to see these services giv-
ing the greafest satisfaction, that I am
afraid we are going on wrong lines in
making them increasingly a source of
revenue and so avoiding our obligations.
We are saying the government costs so
much and the people gei full value for
anything they pay in taxation to carry
on the government, and they must pay
what the government costs, I do not
think our government is quite honest in
that we take from them in the way of
profits something for which we do not give
them anything in retarn,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You are losing on
the sausages.

Mr. Heitmann: Where would you in-
crease the taxation to make up for it?

Mr, CARPENTER: T am suggesting
that it is an obligation which rests upon
the hon. member as well as myself, Tf
the hon. member wants a taxation policy
outlined, I will suggest some means by
which money could be raised. T believe
in direct taxation to a greater extent than
we have it to-day.

Hon. J. Mitchell: On the land?®

Mr. CARPENTER : The land will have
to pay its share,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt does now.

Mr. CARPENTER: It does not and
we are doing something to adjust the
incidenee by our modest proposition to
make fhe present land tax aill round. I
do not think members will say we are ask-
ing the land holder to pay a fraction
more than he should pay.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about lease-
hold?

Mr. CARPENTER: It is argunable
whether the taxpayer himself does not
prefer to have the money taken out of
his pocket without knowing it. I know
publie opinion has to be edueated up to
the point of direet taxation, but if we
once get people to see that they are actu-
ally saving money by paying their taxes
directly instead of indircetly, then the
ohjection to direet taxation will be over
and we shall have an honest and more
direet method of taxation than we have
at the present time.

Mr. Wisdom: Do you helieve in free-
trade?
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Mr. CARPENTER: I do not want fo
g0 back to the time which the member
for Kamberley (Mr. Male) quoted when
Le referred to a dry-as-dust economist of
120 vears ago. We have got past that
and there is no suech thing as that now.
The man who says he believes in freo
trade simply declares that he is a long
way behind the times. I am very glad
indeed to see that one item on the Esti-
mates for the current year has not beeu
interfered with, and that is the education
vote. If there is one subject that the
people of Western Australia will nol
tolerate interference with it is our system
of education, and any Treasurer, I do not
care who he is or to what party he may
belong, would become unpopular indeel
if he said, “I want o save money and [
am going to take £30,000 off the Educa-
tion vote.” We must regard this as one
of the hest investments, and I am pleased
that the Government have provided for
education £272,500 and for the University
£13,500, a total expenditure of £286,000.
We can well afford it, even in the face
of a deficir, which amounts after all to
ouly 1ls. per head of the population.
That simply means not that we are thal
much the poorer, but that instead of
straining a point to show a balance we
are going on spending ecapital knowing
that the investment will be a good one
and that in the next two or three vears
we shall reap an abundant harvest from
the investment of money which we might
have saved now if we had adopted a
cheese-paring economy. This brings me
to one other matter, that is the increasing
demand for State employment. 1 am
glad to belong to a party which has in
theory at least tackled the question of the
right of our people to work, and I am
gquite aware that when we have shown
the courage fo put that on our fighting
platform it means that we shall not rest
“uniil we have solved the problem, and it
wil! not be solved this year or next year
or for some years to come. In faet,
I say until the Government econtrols
practieally the whole of the indus-
tries of the State there will bhe
no salution to this great problem, but we
have to faee it and we have to recognise
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that the unemployed ore merely a symp-
tom of tle present industrial system
which is inseparable from it. Our pre-
sent industrial system demands a surplas
of labour, and as Jong as we have the pre-
sent system to deal with we must have
that surplus. in other words it may he
chaveed against those private captains of
industry, who may recognise no respon-
sibility for the man once his labour has
ceased to be profitable to them, and it is
for the State to step in and say, “Seeing
that private industry makes no provision
for your continuous employment, we roust
recognise that it is our duty te see tn it
that vou are uot for a long period kept
out of work.” Whilst I must admit that
the subject is full of diffieulties, and
whilst T hope on some future oeeasion to
have the matter thovoughly disenssed in
this House with the view ol finding out
at least the best means of taking steps
towards solving the problem, yet I say
the Government will not shut their eyes to
the fact that we have a number of men
finishing eertain work on which they have
heen engaged, and who have nothing to
do immediately afterwards. Of course,
I recognise there must be 2 limit to Gov-
ernment expenditure. QOunr own expendi-
ture, whiclt has been considerable and will
be so for the next few years, has its
limitation, and even the men themselves
must reeognise that it is impossible for
the Public Works Department to keep
them continuously employed. We have
this feature outstamdling, that the men do
six, nine or twelve months work on a
particnlar job, and at the end of that
time a considerable number have to be put
off, and they expeet naturally that other
work will be found for them as soon as
the work on which they are engaged is
completed. As things ave at present, it is
next to impossible for any Minister for
Works or any Goveinment to provide
vegular and continuous work, and, when
men find no avenue of employment in
private industry., the Government are
justified in spending as muoch money as
possible in keeping those men and seeing
that their wives and childven do not come
to wanl. This, however, is too big a sub-
jeet to be handled on a Budgel Speech,
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and I am hoping that consideration will
be given to the question in the near future
in the hope of seeing whether we can
devise some means whereby we might
soften some of the worst features of the
unemployed qgmestion, because it is to the
delriment of the State if a considerable
body of our wealth producers are idle and
the work which they should be producing
is heing lost to the country. Taking inte
consideration all things, I am safisfied
that the Treasurer has done his very best
and his colleagues with him also, and they
need not be ashamed of the faci that the
ledger will not show a eredit balance at
the end of the current year. I believe
that the country too is convinced of that
and is prepared to place confidence in the
present Treasurer and give him an op-
portunity dnring the next two, three, or
four years to put things right.

Mr. Monger: How long?

Mr, CARPENTER: As long as he
wants in order to put things right and
redress the grievances which accumulated
during the timme our opponents held the
Treasury bench

Progress reported.

BILL--TAXD ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the 31st October,

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbary}: 1 am
pleased that at last the time has arrived
when we have the opportunity of in-
dulging in free and full diseussion on
this very important measure. I may say
that I vegard the Land Aect Amendment
Bill ag the most important praposal that
has been placed before this Chamber, or
is likely to be placed before it m the
future, On the ereation of wise land
laws, on the development of onr primary
industries, and on ihe success of those in-

. dustries, depends the future prosperity

of Western Aunstralia, T want to make it
perfectly clear it whatever remarks I may
make in conneetion with this matter that
my great object, and I honestly believe

the object of all other members on
both sides of the House is to do
all they can to provide legislation
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which will be best for the true develop-
ment of Western Australia. T appreciate
the evidence of c¢alm deliberation and
patient thought displayed by the Minis-
ter for Lands in introducing this Bill.
He showed evidence of careful considera-
tion and proved that he is a profound
student of the subject that he sought to
deal with. On the other hand, I must say
with every kindly feeling that [ listened
to the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell) with a very keen sense of dis-
appointment. I beeame convinced of the
faet that while the member for Northam
may have a profound knowledge of the
secience of agronomiecs, he is as free of
the knowledge of political economy as
a frog is of feathers.

Mr, Monger: That is an old saying.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, but some of those
old sayings are very mew. I know my
hon. friend who interjects with kindly
feelings rarely gives ws anything new, and
I may be pardoned for doing the same
thing. It has been asserted, not so much
inside this House as outside, that mem-
bers advocating leaschold throughout the
whole of this Siate as the only system of
land tenure, were actuated by the basest
of motives, 1 of course indignantly re-
pudiate that, but it would be sirange in-
deed if differences of opinions could not
exist withont unfair mofives being im-
puted. I am pléased that this Bill is be-
fore the House, hecause its provisions are
published broadecast for the benefit of the
people of the State, and all those wild
charges made against this party on the
hustings at the last elections now stand
exploded.

Mr. Monger: They will be repeated in
a stronger form on the next oecasion.

Mr. THOMAS: I believe the hon. mem-
ber will be capable of repeating the un-
just and unfair gibes and misrepresenta-
tions whieh were indulged in before, to
achieve, if possible, a return to power.’
But T do say that it was a very noticeable
feature when my friend the member for
Northam was speaking the other evening
on this question, that he was very mild in-
deed, and never indulged in some of those
statements whieh he used so frequently
upon the platform when it was not pos-
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sible for a member on this side of the
House to be there to offer a repudiation—
many old charges that we were going to
rob the people of their land. Not only
were we going to introduce a system of
leasehold which would make it impossible
for any farmer to ever prosper, but we
were going still further and take the land
from the people who already held it. Tt
iz a curions thing that on the floor of this
Honse, where all men, I am pleased to
say, stand equal, and where we have an
opportunity of replying to any statement,
my hon. friend should forget all about
this c¢charge. He never on one oceasion
asseried that we were going to rob any-
body. Now that was an extraordinavy
piece of restraint on the part of the ex-
Minister for Lands. He never accused us
of robbinz anvbody.
Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh yes, I did.

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member said
in one breath that this partieular poliey
was going to prevent the settlement of the
land, and in the nest breath he stated that
we were ton mencrous and were rohbing
the Siate. T have always thought that the
hon. member. no matter what else he may
have. has not a logical mind, and when he
makes two such conflicting statements as
those it is obvious that he is very much
at sea. The hon. memher quafed figures
to show the progress that had been made
in Western Anstralia nnder the existing
land laws. So long as he adhered to that
argument nobody conld gainsay it. The
progress of Western Australin has been
phenomenal. but it must not he formoften
that it could not be otherwise with onr
magnificent heritage. and when we ve-
member the enormous area that we still
have to digpose of, and that it was impos-
sible for Western Australin with a popu-
lation of 200,000 to reach the limit of its
possibilities. But the hon. member amused
me, He asked what was the necessity for
introducing o svstem of leasehold tenure
when the objeet that we seek could be
achieved by a land tax. Now my hon. friend
was returned absolutely opposed to land
toxation. He got into Parliament on that
ery, hut untrue to his speeches on the
hustings he consented to the imposifion
of a land tax later on. and when he lasi
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went before the people he stated as one
reason why he should be re-elected that
he was going to do away with the land
tax. And then he asks us why we intro-
duce a system of leasehold tenure when
we could achieve our object by imposing
a land tax.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: He so nearly went
oul last time that he thought perhaps the
people wanted it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: If I thought I was
such an idiot as you I would go ont.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I withdraw.

Mr. TIHOMAS: It seems to me that
the hon. member is, as he ever was, de-
lichtfully inconsistent. Now L confess
that in certain circumstances I am an
ardent land taxer. 1 have been for years
a reader of Henry George and I suppose
I give as much admiration to the writer
of Progress and Poverty as T do to any
author | know of. I believe that very
great benefits can be achieved by a land
tax. but T do not believe that the objects
we seek to achieve by means of non-
alienation can be achieved by virtue of a
land tax alone. T am firmly convinced of
that, and for that reason I advocate this
Bill with all the foree at my command.
Tn order to arrive at a just estimate of
the position we must agree on one or two
basic prineiples. First of all we must
acknowledee that the land as a whole be-
Iongs to the bulk of the people. I do
not suppose that even a member of the
Opposition will dispute that faet.  As-
suming, then, in the first instance, that
the 1and belongs to the people as a whole,
and that the Ministry for the time heing
are the directors of the people’s company
limited, they hold the position in which
they are by virtue of the faet that, if
they have any conscience, they are com-
pelled not only fo do justice to the man
who is purchasing, alienating, or leasing
the tand, bnt also to the vendors, who are
the people as a whole. Tf the people as
a whole are the criginal possessors and
awners of the land, anv Ministry in power
must consider their claims when they are
disposing of their hirthright. Tf we ae-
eept that as heing corrvect, if we accept
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the fact that the land belongs to the peo-
ple and that not enly this generation but
countless generations to follow have the
same c¢laims and rights, we have a basis on
which we can discuss this great question.
In order to have some appreciation of the
conditions in Australia, and in order to
jndge what we should do in the way of
legislation, we must of necessity study
the history of the past, and our judg-
ments based on that history of the past
will enable us to legislate in an equitable
manner for the future. If we take the
exaraple we have in the older English-
speaking portions of the world we find
by reading Henry George—and I presume
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) has a passing acquaintanee with
that author—that in America 30 years
ago when he wrote that work, the hand of
the land monopolist was even then
being felt, and it is being felt, to
a very mueh greater extent, to-day, We
need not consider that country very
much, but can ecome closer home to
the British Empire, and take as a
first instance the much advertised little
island of Treland. On looking up the
question we find that in the early portion
of last centnry Ireland had a population
of something like eight millions. Teo-day
there are in that island only four millien
people. Nearly every writer on polilical
economy and the land question admiis
that the depopulation of Ireland is due
almost entfively to one factor, and that
the worst form of land monepoly.

Mr. Broun : Not so.

Mr, THOMAS: Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber will tell me why Treland has lost her
population.

Mr, Broun : The people are buying
back the frechold to-day.

Mr. THOMAS: I have not the slightest
doubt that if they got the chance the
pecple of Ireland who arve working the
land would be very glad to own some
of it.

Hon. J. Mitchell : They are geiting the
chance.

Mr. THOMAS : But at the expendi-
ture of eountless millions of money, and
when all the land is repurchased in that
way the eapitalised value will be so enor-
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mous that I doubt whether the people
who get the land wil] derive any benefit
from it. That is one of the points we
have exemplified in Australia. We have
repurchased estates, sold them and re-
purchased them again, and if we live
long enough we will, T have no doubt, see
the process repeated many times over.
Treland has a total area of 20 million
acres, of which eleven persons own 170,000
acres; 12 persons between them, 1,287,060
acres; 292 persons, 644 million acres, or
one-third of Ireland, 744 persons, one-
half of Ireland, and 1,942 persons own
two-thirds.

Mr. Broun :
old.

Mr., TIIOMAS : If the hon. member
can oblige me with later figures I will be
very much obliged. Under 2,000 persons
own twao-thirds of Ireland. Although the
land laws in Ireland ave not exactly anal-
ogous with those in Australia, they have
had there in times past an unrestricted
system of alienation. In Australia, no
matter what small differences there may
be in the different States, the system of
alienation throughout is practically unre-
stricted, because if a man has served a
eertain t{ime on the land he is perfectly
at liberty to dispose of it to whomsoever
he pleases.* Obviously landlordism is ram-
pant in Treland, and as a result the popu-
fation hns decreased from eight millions
to half that total. Then we may turn to
Seotland, where are to he found the most
hardy farmers in the world. Scotland
has a tofal arvea of 18,946,000 acres, of
which one person owns 1,300,000; 12 per-
sons, nearly 4% million aeres; 70 per-
sons awn oneg-half of Seotland, 330 per-
sons own two-thirds of Seotland and 1,700
persons own nine-tenths of the whole
country. OF course the hon. member for
Northam would say, ““In Western Aus-
tralia we have 624,000,000 acres, and why
need we worry abont this sort of thing ¢
Look at all the millions of acres we have
still to alienate.’’ The hon. member when
he indulges in those lofty flights of im-
agination, of whiel he is so fond, is prone
to forget that there is a limitaton to land,
if there is not a limitation to anything
else, and as I shall show later on the

Those figures are 40 vears
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evidence of the grip of the landlord is
fairly constantly to be seen in Western
Australia. However, to revert to Scot-
land, we find in that country not only
that one person owns nearly 1% million
acres, but that 17 persons own nine-
tenths of the total area. Although it
may be delayed for many years to come,
assuming that the present Bill is not
passed, it must be obvious that if the sys-
tem of alienation goes on the time must
come—not to-day when we have a popu-
lation of only 300,000, but when we have a
population of five millions, which I hope
is not far distant—when the whole
of our publie estate will be alienated, and
must inevitably acecumulate in large es-
tates, and though possibly not in a similar
degree to what we see in Seotland to-day,
vet we will have the same conditions in
Australia. What ean we look forward to
under suchi a condition of things 7 In
England and Wales, withont including
London, there is a total avea of 37,000,000
aeres, of which 12 persons own over a mil-
lion aeres. One hundred persons own
nearly four million acres, 710 persons own
one-quarter of England and Wales, and
10,000 persons own two thirds of the
country. Those are places from which we
should take an example. The land laws
of Tingland that have made it on the one
hand the wealthiest and most ostentatious
country in the world, have shown too that
wealth, social position and luxury ean
accumulate, and side by side ever flits
the grim spectre of poverty and want.
In no country in the world can we find
more riches and more alject poverty,
and many writers agree that much of the
poverty, if not the whole of it, is due to
the very state of things I am quoting to-
night. Many economists and statisticians
have dealt with this question, and it is said
that the annual rents received from the
land in England, not ineluding buildings,
reach as much as £250,000,000 sterling.
The whole income of Great Britain does
not nearly approach to that amount.
Surely there is something wrong in a
condition of affairs where ten thousand
people own two-thirds of England and

Wales. With the other fizures I have
shown, if they derive from their land
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rents alone a much greater revenue than
is derived from the whole of Great Brit-
ain from its various sources of vevenue,
does it not seem that there has been a mis-
carriage of justice somewhere; does it
not peint out to the most casual observer
how much the taxation of that eountry
might be lightened if the land that shonld
belong to the people who have received
practically nothing in return for it stiil
remained the property of the people? I
remember reading a passage in Henry
George about where a tramp came along
and was enjoying himself on a noble
lord’s domains. His lordship came alonyg
and asked him what he was doing, and the
tramp said, “I am just leoking round;
what has it got to de with you anyhow” %
His lordship said, “This land belongs
to me” The tramp said, “Does it,
where did you get it from?" His lord-
ship said, “Oh, I got it from wy father.”
“And where did he get it from”? said
the tramp. His lordship said “He got it
from his father, my grandfather, and he
got it from my great grandfather, and
so o The tramp then said, “Anyhow,
where did your great-grandfather get it ?
His lordship said, “He fought for it.”
“Well,” said the tramp, “I will fight you
for it.”

Mr, Wisdom : He would have done the
same thing for his wateh and ebain.

Mr. THOMAS: T fail to see the rele-
vaney. The tramp was prepared to do
the same as his great-grandfather had
done,

Mr, Heitmann: I doubt if his great-
grandfather even fought for it.

The Minister for Mines: He stole it
very likely.

Mr. THLOMAS: It is possible he got it
hy much easier means, which T do not
need to mention now, but the land of the
people was given away, the same as has
been done too often in Australia, for next
to no return to some favoured individuals.
I am not referring to late periods, but T
am referring to earlier times in Australia
when land grants were give for very
small return. The great point at issue
m econnection with the leasehold system
is that, not only does it deal fairly and
equitably with those who take up land
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under these conditions, but, with some
slight variation, it should secure for all
time to the people the unearned incre-
ment. In my opinion that is the crux
of the whole question—if the people own
the land to-day they bave the vight io
dispose of it upon conditions which are
fair to all, realising the faet also that
the unearned inerement is not due fo the
man who owns the land, or to the man
who improves the land or uses it, but is
due to the increase of population and the
expenditure of public money. Take the
land upon which Perth stands to-day.
If we exercise all the highest powers of
cultivation that agriculthral scienceknows
of, probably we could not make the land
worth more than £30 per acre, but with
our countless thousands of people flock-
ing here the value of that land hias gone
up from probably 10s. or 20s. an aecre
until possibly it has reached £1,000 an
acre. But every penny of that increased
valne has been created by the people and
by the expenditure of public revenue of
the Siate supplied by the people. That
being so ¢an any just minded individual
say that the unearned increment dees not
belong to the people? If they create it
#t is theirs. That which a2 man earns no
man has a right to take from him. Daw-
son, in his book on The Unearned Incre-
ment, says—

The higher vent, the less the amount
of ineome divisible between wages and
interest. As the produce 18 distribut-
able amongst the three factors, rent,
wages, and interest, it is evident that
wages and interest can only benefit by
the low value of land, and that the
higher land rises in value the smaller
will be the proportions of produce
which fall to these two factors re-
spechvely, As with the growth of
population the value of land increases,
it follows that the produce of lahouwr
falls more aud more to the landlords,
who nevertheless do nothing to deserve
this increase of ineome. Society makes
the land more valuable. . .. yet the
increased value, instead of benefiting
those who create it, injures them, proves
an obstacle to their material pros-
perity, and is productive of innumer-
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able social evils whose gravity it is
often impossible to exaggerate.
That is the opinion of ane of our greatest
thinkers on this question, and he goes on
to show that, as material prosperity in-
creases under existing eonditions, poverty
largely comes with it. That is why Henry
George gave {o his famous hook the name
of Progress and Poverty. Henry George
himself very periinently vemarks—
Labour eannot reap the benefits
which advancing civilisation brings, be-
canse they are intercepted. Land being
necessary to labonr, and heing reduced
to private ownership, every increase in
the prodnetive power of labour bui in-
creases rent—the price that labow must
pay for the opportunity to realise iis
powers; and thus all the advantages
gained by the march of progress go to
the owners of the land, and wages -do
not increase. Wages cannot increase,
for the greater the earnings of labour
the greater the price that labour must
pay out of ifs emrnings for the oppor-
tunity to make any earnings at all.
Now we have taken a small survey of the
conditions of things in the older world In
order that we can realise that the policy
we are al present pursning, if it is con-
tinned long enough, must inevitably re-
sult in the same eonditions here as oper-
ate in older lands to-day, that land mon-
opoly must be rampant and that the
people as a whole will be subservient; if
we come back to Ansiralia whieh we un-
derstand a htile bit better, we find that
in New South Wales 700 persons own
40 per cent. of the land, and in Victoria
415 persons own 20 per cent, of the land.
I do not know whether the Minister for
Lands quoted these fignres. If bhe did
they lear repetition.

The Minister for Tands: My figares
were taken from the last Commonwealth
Year Book.

Mr. Broan: The fizures are nine years
old.

Mr. THOMAS: ‘These figures ave not
nine years old. They are the latest figores
available, and probably if we had the
figures right up to date the ease wouid be
more glaring still.  In South Australia
180 persons own 20 per cent. of the land,
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and in Western Australia 299 persons
own 33 per cent. of the land. In a young
country like Western Australia this is a
shocking state of affairs, and no hon,
member who fairly and squarely con-
siders the position can say for a moment
that we are not on the high road towards
the pernicions system of land monopoly.
While we have millions of acres to alien-
ate, some of the best land has already
been alienated; we have not the same to
offer in the future as we had in the past.
Victoria, owing to emigration over im-
migration, lost population due to the
fact that land monopoly had such a grip
that the sons of farmers and others de-
siring to go on the land could not find
land to go on; and much of the popula-
tion in Western Australia is due to the
fact that the sons of farmers left Victoria
to come over here to get land. If that
can operate in such a short period after
the inception of a colony like Victoria,
we need nol look very far ahead to find
the same condition of things operating in
Western Australia. The figures I am
now aboui to quote are something like
five years old. At that time 123 million
acres of land had been sold in the six
States of Australia, realising almost ex-
acily £1 per aere, roughly speaking, rea-
lising £123,000,000; and the unimproved
value of the land in Vietoria alone, the
figures being taken from Mr. Watt's
famous speech, is worth 41% muillions
more than the total amount recerved for
the total area sold in the six States of
Australia. There we have one glaring
example of the instances of the nnearned
ineremenl.  Australin  has  borrowed,
speaking from memory, £250,000,000 up-
on which the people as a whole have to
find interest and sinking fund, and fthe
whole of that £250,000,000 has heen spent
largely on the improvement of the value
of the land in Australia which we sold
for £123,000,000. In addition to the
£250,000,000 borrowed, the £123,000.600
realised from the sale of the land has also
been expended in improving the value of
this land, so that even to-day the un-
earned increment upon the land in Ans-
tralia, if it could be actually estimated,

would be something enormous, and all this

2839

wealth bas been expended in order that a
limited number of persons may exclus-
ively benefit by it.

Mr. Broun: You ought to be farming.

Mr. THOMAS: I think I will be farm-
ing before the hon. member. The lumi-
nosity of the hon. member’s interjection
almost surprises me. He is throwing so
mneh light on this subject, T almost feel
I should subside in my chair. I shall
await with great pleasure in the antiei-
pation of hearing the eloquent address
the hon. member will deliver. Indeed the
House will be earried away with the out-
burst of his tempesinouns eloquence.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
discuss the Bill.

Mr. THOMAS: T desire to point ouf
that in New Zealand—1I am speaking from
memory, but I think it was in 188%—the
unimproved value of the land was 75 mil-
lions. EKighteen years later the unim-
proved value of the land of {hat Dominion
amounted to 173 millions, showing a dif-
ference in the unimproved value of, ap-
proximately, 100 millions. I am not un-
derrating what the man on the land may
do; I have a great admiration for his
hardihood, and T will extend to him every
possible censideration; but I recognise
that it is the duty of the Government to
hold the scales of justice and, if possible,
balance them for the benefit of all classes.
While I am anxious to see the Govern-
ment do all that is possible to foster the
man on the land, and to see that man
prosper, I consider that this Government,
or any other Giovernment, must deal justly
by the people who owned the Jand in the
first instance, namely, the people as a
whole, at the same time as they are dealing
Justly with the man on the land. Now,
before passing on from this question I
desire to raise another little point. 1t is
often said that this desire to become the
owner of a piece of land is inherent in
human nature, that it was born with us
generations ago, that it is a most right-
eous desire, and that no man should at-
tempt to do away with the prineiple that
seeures to a man a piece of land which he
ean eall his own, and which remains io
himself and his family for generaiions to
come. That is a very admirable senti-
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ment, It is nice to own things. There
are lots of people going about the streei
who would like to own something of mine,
althongh I have pot much. There is a
big desire in some people to get hold of
what belongs to ofhers, but the law in its
wigdom says that individual liberty is an
exeellent thing so long as it does not in-
fringe the liberty of others. T would have
no objection to the leader of the Oppo-
sition holding the whole of Weslern Aus-
tralia if it did not do any harm to any-
body else. But immediaiely the liberty
of one individual begins to infringe the
liberty of others it becomes the duty of
the State to step in and prolect the in-
terests of the many at, possibly, some
slight expense to the few. I will quote
John Stuart Mill, He says—

It ofien happens that the universal
belief of oue age of mankind—a helief
from which no one was, nor without
an extraordinary effort of genius and
courage, could at that time he free—
hecomes to a subsequent age so palpable
an absurdity, that the only diffienliy
then is to imagine how such a thing
ean ever have appeared eredible.

Some of wy friends who do not think very
deeply upon the subject hold, hecause
their grandfathers and, later on, their
fathers, may have held the fee simple in
land, that it is a deeree of a higher power
that people should own the land. But
the same thonghis existed some time ago
when slivery was-in operation. TPeople
thought that without slavery the progress
of the world could not go on, but we have
subsequently found, sinee a humanitarian
wave swept slavery ont of existenee, that
the world has progressed a very great
deal more without that institulion.

M. Heitmann: I do not think yon have
wiped slavery out yet.

Mr. THOMAS : Perhaps not, but in the
general aeceptation of (he term we have.
and as time goes on and this great Iand
question is thoroughly understood, as T
trust it will bhe, there will be no question
of private ownership of land. The know-
ledge of the people of their own rights
will be the great bulwark against the pos-
sibility of such a system ever existing.
Now 1 want to guote from John Stuart
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Mill again. Speaking on the question of
landlordism in Ireland, he says—
_ What has been epigrammatically said
in the discussions on “peculiar bur-
thens” ig literally true when applied to
them; that the greatest “burthen on
land” iz the landlords.
Mill, probably cur greatest political econo-
mist, who is nol a socialist, savs that, con-
tinuing,
Returning nothing io the soil, they eon-
sume its whole prodnce.
John Stuart Mill; the basis of polilieal
economy, bears out the contention 1 am
trying to expound. In another place he
goes on o say—

When the “sacredness of property”
is talked of, it should always he remem-
bered that any such saeredness does not
belong in the same degree to landed
property. No man made the land. It
is the eriginal inheritanee of the whole
species. TIts appropriation is wholly a
question of general expediency. When
private property in land is not expe-
dient it is unjust. It is no hardship
to any one lo be excluded from what
others have produced; they were not
bound to produce it for his use, and
he loses nothing by not sharing in what
otherwise would not have existed at all.
But it is some hardship to be born into
the werld and to find all Nature’s gifts
previously engrossed, and no place left
for the new-comer. To reconcile
people to Lhis. after they have once ad-
mitted into their minds the idea that
any moral rights belong to them as
human heings, it will always be neces-
sary (o convince them fhat the exclu-
sive appropriation is good for man-
kind on the whole. themselves inclnded.

Mark this eonelnding sentenee—

But this is what no sane human being
conld be persunded of.
I venture to use the contention of BNl
the great political economist, even against
the profound thinker who to-day repre-
senls Northam. T am inelined to think
that Mill was really right.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Wait £ill the member

for Sussex puts Russell Wallace up
against you.
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Mr. THOMAS: My hon. friend the
leader of the Opposition knew on that
occasion just enough to misquote. I
wonder the shade of Wallace did not turn
in ns grave.

AMr, B. J. Stubbs: Probably because he
is not in his grave yet.

Mr. THOMAS: Well, I do not profess
to be an Encyclopaedia Britannica or to
know all the ages of all the political eco-
nomists of the world. However, that by
the way. We had some remarks from the
member for Norvtham on the failure of
the leasehold prineiple in New Southi
Whales. T know the Minister for Lands
dealt with this at some length, but T de.
sire to quote two little points in connec-
fion with it as they show preity cleacly
the sucecess of the leasehiold system. In
New South Wales, prior to the introdue-
tion of the leasehold system, they had
168,000 valid conditional purchases, which
resulted in placing 25,000 seitlers. Under

the leasehold system 8,700 leasehold
transactions  represented 7,285  set-
tlers. The percentage shows an
enormous improvement upon the

conditions of freehold settlement. Now
we might consider some of the con-
ditions of the Bill itself. The member
for Northam in one hreath said that we
were making the conditions such that the
people would not be able to live on the
land, and in the next breath he-said that
we were lreating the people too liberally.
Exactly how to reconcile these two state-
ments I do not know. TLet us assamme for
argument’s sake that under the freehold
system an individual took up a bloek of
Jand the capital value of which was £1,000.
Under the old system he would be called
upon to find £50 per annum to pay to the
State alone, in addition to the money he
would have to expend upon improvements.
Under the econditions we propose to intro-
duee, on a block of land of a capital value
of £1,000, for three vears from the date
of taking over that block the new settler
would not have to pay the Government
anything, so that at the outset, in the first
three years, we are giving to that indi-
vidual a loan free of interest for all iime
of £1530. In addition to that, after the
three years have expired, he then would

3001

have to pay £20 per annum compared with
the £50 he would have to pay under pre-
sent conditions. At the end of 20 years
he would have to pay £400 instead of
£1,000, to say nothing of the interest on
the £600 which be did noi have to pay.
It seems to me that by giving the settler
three years free of any payment what-
ever, enabling the man, no matter how
small his capital, to invest that capital in
the development of his land, and remem-
bering that for 20 years afterwards le
only has to pay two-fifths of what he
would have to pay to-day

My, Broun: Yhat does he pay after
the 20 years? Ie does not know what
lie is going to pay.

Mr. THOMAS: FHe does know what
he is going to pay. That shows again the
profound study my friend has given to
the Bill. We provide that to-day the
seftlers shall pay 2 per cent. of the un-
improved value of the land for 20 vears.
At the end of 20 years he shall also pay 2
per cent. on its unimproved value.

Mr. Broun: What about the unim-
proved value then?

Mr. THOMAS: I have in the course
of my brief Parliamentary eaveer been
attacked by some remarkable interjections,
but the hon. member gives vent to the
most asinine expressions I have ever had
the misfortune o listen to. Tardon me
if T speak somewhat warmly. I would be
olad if he would say something to eluci-
date the question. T do protest against
these irrelevant interjections. For 20
yvears the settler on the land will pay
2 per ceent. on the unimproved value, at
the end of 20 years he will also pay 2 per
cent, upon its unimproved valne. Cer-
tain individuals who are personally in-
terested in misrepresenting this Bill will
of course, as they did prior to the general
elections, say that the settler will be
charged upon his improvements as well
as upon the unimproved value. Anyvone
who has given the slightest econsideration
to the measure must realise that this is
all provided against. The Minister will
be ealled upon to value the land at the
end of 20 years, and if the seltler is dis-
satisfied, he has the protection of the



2062

courts or of a special arbitration court
which should give him justice.

Mr. Male: Or he can throw it up and
somebody else can gel it.

Mr. THOMAS: If the land af the end
of 20 years is not worth two per cent. of
its value or if he is not able to get so
much profit, perhaps it would be better
for the community if be did throw it up.
By this measure we seek to gain at the
end of 20 years that unearned inerement
which has been created exclusively by the
State and by money borrowed and ex-
pended by tbe State, the interest on
which ‘has been paid by the people.

The Premier: We will not get very
much then.

Mr. THOMAS: No. But as 20, 40,
and 100 years go on, and as cities spring
up and population increases, an enormous
revenue will be secured to the benefit of
the people without any injustice to any-
body. While some people are prepared
to see n hogey at the end of the first 20
years, I want to make this point perfectly
clear thai for 20 vears the settler, after
taking his land, knows exactly what his
liability will be. He need not anticipate
any land tax or any irouble of that des-
seription for 20 years, but will go on in
undisturbed possession, and at the end
of 20 years he knows he will still have to
pay only two per cent. upon the unim-
proved value of the land. The point has
always seemed 1o me to be this: fhat it
is wiser that the pioneer of to-day should
have the condition of settlement made as
easy mwl simple for him as it is possible
to make it. T fail to see why an indi-
vidual when he ean pay £20 per annum
afler having had a lapse of three years
and paid nothing, should desire a condi-
tion under which he wonld have to pay
£50. Tt has always seemed to me that if
we can make the burden a little lightler
for the present gencration and do justice
to these who will come after. we will be
perpetrating the hest class of legislation
that this ecouniry ean have. 1 consider
we shanld he asked to earrv our own bnr-
dent only and this Bill wounld make the
condilions of life for the man on the land
in his generafion very much easier,
hrighter, and hetter and happier than they
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would be under the old conditions. What
is the use of saying 1 man never owns his
land? Under the conditions of this mea-
sure he owns it just as firmly and effec-
tively as he possibly conld under any sys-
tem of freehold. If he does not pay his
rent he will lose it. Under the freehold
system, if he does not pay his land tax
he will lose it. The time will never come
when 4 man can stand still and do nothing
and retain what he has. That must be
obvious to all. The one great and erown-
ing virtue of this Bill is, and it is a point
I bhave advocated wherever I have been in
Western Australia, that while the holder
of a leasehold has a right to sell, devise,
will, or transfer his land in any way he
desires, he can only do so to a person who
does not already hold the maximum quan-
tity of land, because when one person
holds twice as mueh land as he should
have, it of necessity follows that someone
else has to go without. Wlhen an indi-
vidual has the maximum goantity of land
this Bill provides for, all the gold of the
Rothschilds cannot buy bim an acre more.
If the Bill laid down no other funda-
mental prineiple than that, it would jus-
tify its existence. (lven that one safe-
gnard in Weslern Australia, even if the
land were sold we would make enormous
strides npon what we ave doing to-day.
Tf we provided that a man shall have only
sufficient land to make a lhiving for him-
self, his wife, and family, we would give
opportunities to an enormous number of
other people to hold their little share of
land as well, but with something like 300
people owning 33 per cent. of the alien-
ated portion of the State as exists at
present, if that is to e on, the oppor-
tunity for the great majority will he very
small indeed. T do not think I will take
up the time of the House mueh longer.
There are many things I would like
to diseuss, but I do not feel justi-
fied in doino go. There is only one
littte matter T would like to refer to he-
fore T ronclude. The member for Nor-
tham (Hon. J. Mitehell) svoke of the
condiiion of affairs in TFrance. and
pointedl ont that the peasantry inelnded
small landed proprietors all over France.
The writer of France of the French, E. H.
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Barker, says that the condition of affairs
in France 15 not quite so rosy as poioted
out and he attributes to the French Revo-
lution and the law which compels the
division of property at the death of the
owner among his children in equal parts,
the fact that there is a2 number of pea-
sant proprietors in France. But instead
of the condition improving it is drifting
the other way. He says—

There are no indications that France
is geflting neaver the realisation of the
Kevolutionary ideal of a fair division
of the land among those who cultivate
it; the signs rather point the other
way, notwithstanding the law relating
to sueeession, which in theory secures
the equal treatment of children after
the death of parents, and the conse-
quent division or morcellement of the
land. FEverybody knows that there are
ways of getting round the law—an art
that is nowhere underslood better than
in France.

1 could quote at some length from this
book, but no advanfage wonld acerve
from that. It poes to prove that land-
lordism is reaching its end in France as
in other parts of the world. Seeing the
couditions which are operating here and
secing the results of these conditions in
the old world should cause any fair-
nminded man, whether Liheral or Labour,
to pause and think. The issues at stake
are so great that party politics should
sink into significance if the great
good which ean come or the great evil
which will come under existing conditions
could be averfed. Tt makes one despair
of party polities when one realises that
a question of such vital importance not
only to the people of Australia but every-
where is covered up purely and simply by
the party issne. The member for Nor-
tham (Hon, J. Mitchell) says it is not
popular and that as far as he is concerned
is suflicient reason why he should oppose
it. Whether popular or unpopular should
have no influence npon a man who feels
that he comes here to represent the best
interests of the people. Surely there are
some questions and surely there are some
moments in 3 man’s life—there must be—
when he rises ahove the feeling of per-
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sonal selfish interest or party interest and
views a great national question in the in-
terests of the people as a whole. It has
been said, and it was asked during the
tea adjowrnment, what is the use of dis-
cussing this question when with all one
might say and all the figures one might
quote, and all the facts ope might
bring to bear, we might earry the Bill in
this House but it will be lost elsewhere
and will never find its way on te the
statute-book. That might be so, but a
¢reat thinker said—

“8Bhare of truth never yet was vainly
set in the World’s wide fallow”

and I am somewhat comforted by this
reflection in this matter.  Though our
views might not reach very far, I am
firmly convineed that with the spread of
knowledge opinion will rapidly come
round to onr side in conneclion with this
matter. Tt is said that constant drip-
ping of water will wear away a stone,
and I am fairly convinced that a
conetant effort to place a fair state-
ment of the case before the people
together with the attrition of years
of thought will ultimately break away the
barriers and dissolve the mists that sur-
round this great question, and before
many years pass people will realise the
true worth of what we are proposing.
However, T trust these prophecies will not
be necessary. I trust the result of our
efforts will come earlier, but whether it
comes to-day or not, I am satisfied that
the schoolmaster is abroad, that the peo-
ple as & wheole are thinking more to-day
than they have ever thought in the world’s
history, and the powers of eonservatism
may hold back the advance of democracy
and the power of thonght for the time
being entrenched behind certain privi-
leges, but it reminds me very much of
Dame Partington trying to sweep bhack
the Atlantic with a broom, the tide will
rise too high, and though by fighting the
Bill to-day members may think it is going
to be killed, such is not the ease and I am
saticfied that before many years all over
Australia, and not in Western Australia
alone, we will see the policy of the lease-
hold system for our land carried through-
ont its length and breadth, and, once hav-
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ing been carried and thoroughly under-
stood, I am satisfied Australia will never
revert again to its present condition.
Mr. MALFE: 1 move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with
the following resuit:—

Aves - .. .. .. 8
Noes - .. 25
Majority against 17
AYES,
Mr. Broun Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr, Wisdom
Mr. Mals Mr., Layman
Mr, Mitchell " (Teller).
Mr. Monger
NOES.
Mr, Angwin v Mr, Mc¢Dowall
Mr. Dath Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr. O?'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr, Price
Mr. Dooley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Swan
Mr. Foley Mr, Taylor
Mr, Gardiner Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green | Mr. Turvey
Mr. Hudson | Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnslon Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Lewis t Mr. Heitmann
Mr, McDonald ] {Teller}.

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley) : 1 would
like to say a few words before the ques-
tion iz pul. The Bill has presnmably
been snbmitted to us as a jnstifieation
of the pledge made by the Labour party
at the last general elections. We find
it was laid down in the Labonr platform
as finally drawn up for them at the eon-
ference held at Bunbury, that No. 5 of
the general plaiform was ‘non-alienation
of Crown lands with the view fo the ulti-
mate nationalisation of all lands.’

Mr. Heitmann ;T have heard that be-
fore.

Mr. MALE : I think the hon. member
has, and T think he hus preached it be-
fore, and T think foo it was universally
preached by the Labour parfy at the
last general eleciions, and we can take
it that the Bill is the first step towards
the carrying out of their great ideal, the
nltimate nationalisation of all lands. Tn
fact, we can well draw that conclusion
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from the remarks that fell from the last
speaker. It appears to me it is a straight
out issue as between the nationalisation
of all lands and the freehold system.

My, Heitmann: The Bill says nothing
about that.

Mr. MALE : No, but it shows what
is underneath. ‘he hon. member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas) gave us the idea.
What does the Bill mean ? In plain lan-
guage it means that no more Government
land is to be sold, and that the land which
we now hold will be taken from us. The
Bill is leading up to this, and will ulti-
mately mean it. It will mean that we are
to have no more freehold and we must all
become leaseholders.

Mr. Dooley : Quote the Bill.

My, MALE : Presently. The Minister
for Lands is ahsolutely pledged by the
Labour platform not only to the aliena-
tion of all Crown lands, but alse to take
away the frecholds which already exist
in this State, or convert them into lease-
holds in order that all our lands may be
natiopalised, that is, {hat the whole of the
lands of the State shall become the pro-
perty of the Crown. T contend that this
Bill has a very great bearing on that
part of the Labour platform. Let us be
quite clear as to the wording of it. I will
read it once again. I davesay members
on the other side know it off by heart.

The Premier : Youn will understand
it when vou have vead it a few times.

Mr. MALE : I would like the pcople
of the eountry to understand it which is
of far greater importance. ¢*The non-
alienation of Crown lands’’—T think this
Bill refers to the non-alienation of Crown
lands—‘with a view to the ultimate
nationalisation of all lands.’” DPresum-
ably, ““with a view.”" T take it so, and
we know further that the members of the
Labour party have signed a pledge to
carry out that plaiform. They assured
ug during the ecleetions of their deter-
mination to put into operation the plat-
form of which this is one of the main
planks. We are now heing asked under
this Bill to abandon the policy of free-
holds whichh has bheen in existence in
Tinalish speaking. countries for all time,
and make the experiment along lines
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whiehl have been found impossible in
other places.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There is a good deal of it in your
quarter.

The Premier : What wounld you do

with the leases up your way ¢

Mr. MALLE: They are continuous
leaseholds.

The Premier : You should be consist-
ent.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: What will you do
with the freeholds?

The Premier : Convert them eventu-
ally.

Hon. Frank Wilson : We will keep vou
to that.

Mr. MALE : Tet us hope the Premier
will be eonsistent. No doubt he will be
as consistent on this gnestion as he will
be on many other things. Lei us consider
the present position of Western Australia
under existing eonditions. To what ean
we attribute the progress which has been
=0 marked in Western Australia during
past years ¢

Mr. Gireen : To the discovery of gold.

Mr. MALE: During the past few years
to the land settlement policy which was
earried out so vigorously by Sir Newton
Moore, by the present leader of the Oppo-
sition and by the party who have followed
them. What has been the inducement
offered to our own people, and to immi-
grants who have ¢come from foreign lands?
The great inducement has been the easy
teims for acquiring land, the ownership
of land, not the mere leasehold.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
isler) : Some were induced to come here
to acquire husbands.

Mr. MALE: That is possible, and what
was the inducement that brought them
here to obtain husbands® The fact that
their husbands would have the right under
the existing laws to acquire the freehold
of their land. Many of us wished to take
up virgin land, and I believe it is still
in the minds of many people to do so,
with the intention of making permanent
homes for themselves and their families.
The private ownership of the land gives
them two rights, ihe right to derive rev-
enue from the land, and the richt to
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determine to what use they shall put that
land.

The Premier: None at all if they like.

Mz. MALE: In New Zealand—that land
of progressive legislation—they had a
royal commission sitting to examine and
consider the land question. After giving
it due consideration there was, as so often
happens with royal eommissions, a donble
report presented. Neither of the reports
was in favonr of the nationalisation of
all lands, The majorily report stated,
“It is evident there is a deep-seated desire
to have the freehold, something that they
can call their own, free from restrictions,
free from inspection, and free from tha
payment of rent.” This majority reporl
also goes on to say that the granting of
the right to obtain freehold will be a
source of great satisfaction to the settler
who is struggling en from year to year
through many obstacles and privations
to found a home for himself and family.

Mr. Dooley: Where did the commission
get their evidence?

Mr. MALE: I take it they got it as
most commissions get their evidence, from
all sources., Their then Prime Minister.
Sir Joseph Ward, ex)ressed a definite
opinion when he said, “I do not helieve
in land nationalisation. I believe it will
he disastrous to a country if it were to go
in for a policy of that kind."

My, B. J. Stubbs: He is out of power
now.

Mr. MALE: He may be. There are
many good men out of Parliament, and,
I regrel to say that many who are in Par-
liament wonld probably be better out of
it. There we have the opinions which have
been arrived at after mature considera-
tion, and these opinions also, let me say,
express mwine, and I believe they will be
found to he the opinions of most of the
people of this Staie of onrs. Ts it not
the ambition of every one of us to own
hig own home?

Mr. Green: That does not prove that
it is right.

Mr, MALE : Is not every man ambitious
to have his own honse?

The Premier: lMany have an ambition
to own evervbody else's.
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Mr. MALE: We want to know that it
is ours and our children’s for all time.
We could never be induced to put the
same amount of labour and capital into
land which was not absolutely our own,
Where would the inducement be, where iz
the inducement to come in if we know that
after 20 years of toil and hard work our
land is to be revnlued and, perbaps, sold
to a stranger who will come inte occupa-
tion of it, reaping the advantages of our
toil and industry?

The Premier: We only revalue for the
purposes of rent; we do not take the im-
provements,

Mr. MALE: But you will revalue o
such an extent that it will come heavier
than an ordinary tax. How many of us
beautify our homes and holdings, not for
any benefit we ourselves expect to derive,
but in the knowledge and hope that our
children, our own flesh and blood, will
live to enjoy the benefits of our toil,
benefits not necessarily of a monetary
value which can be paid for by somebody
else, but often something which will add
to the comfort and beanty of our homes,
something which cannot be transferred?
The sentiment of home is one of the finest
bred in a nation. Without it we cannot
hope to obtain true patriotism. The
homes of our fathers and forefathers,
handed down in some instances tlirough
generations, kindle in each of us, or
should de so, a spirit of patriotism that
could not otherwise be engendered.

The Premier: Where is the home your
father handed down to you?

Mr. MALE: And yet this fine sentiment
is to be stifled and not allowed to grow.
The very thing we moslly require in the
foundation of our nation is to be taken
away and crushed out. At the present
time the area of Crown land which any
single person can purchase from the Gov-
ernment 1s limited. That policy which
we have been earrving out has been an
attractive one, not only to the people of
the State, but to the new settlers who
have come o us from overseas and started
to build up the homes of the Australian
nation in our midst. During the elections
many interpretations were put upon the
question of the nationalisation of all
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lands. The Premier at that time pointed
out that “all land” did not mean all land,
but referred only to any that might be
resumed for public purposes, or for sul-
division. But if they are going to fulfil
their pledges—and the presenting of this
Bill to the House would lead us to believe
that they are—then they must not only
stop the selling of land and the issning
of freeholds, but they must aiso nation-
alise, that is, take back from us, all the
freeholds we now hold.

Mr. Green: You are dealing with the
Bill?

My, MALE: Yes, and with the resulis
to be anticipated. What will be tha
effect? If we starf the non-alienation of
land it will ereate a curious position, it
will create an enormous monopoly for
those who now hold freeheld.

Hon, Frank Wilson: That is the reason
why Ministers are rushing it.

Mr. MALE: And by creating that
monopoly, in my opinion it will increase
the value of the freeholds and at the same
time dimipish the value of the leaseholds,
If the prineiple of the non-alienation of
Crown lands is adopted then there is not
the slightest doubt that the nationalisa-
tion of all lands must follow, and that, 1
contend, can only be brought about by a
process of confiscation. It would be im-
possible for any Government to find the
money necessary to repurchase all the
freehold land which now exists, together
with ihe improvemenis thereon, and a
system of taxntion amounting lo confis-
cation would be pursued, and ownhers
foreed to sell at a sacrifice. Does not the
Minister for Lands provide in the Bill
that lands taken up under leasehold shall
not he taxed? '

The Minisier for Lands: They pay the
taxes in renl,

Mr. MALE: Yon eannot consistently
say they pay the tax in rent when you
are only going to charge 2 per cent. on
(ke wnimproved value. You arve going
to make ail the taxes come upon ihe peo-
ple wha now hold the freehold, and that
being the case the taxation on the free-
hold will be inereased to sueh an exlent
that it will amount practically to con-
fiseation. Tt has been said, and I believe
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1he member for Northam {Hon. J. Mit-
¢hell) used the quotation the other night
—“Give o man possession of a rock and
in a few vears it will be transformed
infio a garden; give him the lease of a
warden and in a few years it will become
a wilderness.” There is a lot of truth
in that. Give a man a lease only, which
is to he rvevalued at regular intervals,
and what will be the result? He will
take all he can out of the land befare
the lease expires, leaving it poor and
impoverished.

Hon, W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
{er): Do they do that in England?

My, MALE: They would if they had
the chance, To continue that greal
stream of immigration which was started
by the late Government, to continue that
prosperous policy of land settlement, in-
volving the construction of agrieultural
railways, we must continne to issne free-
hold, or people will not only cease to come
here, but they, as well as the people in
our midst, will go to other ecountries
where they can get the freehold.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honmarv Minis-
ter) : Where is that?

Mr. MALE: All the world over. You
can wet freeholds anywhere. Land with-
ont poputation is valueless. We have
rootn for hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, and have plenty of land for them.
That is our one and great attraction for
wyetting them here, and T say we are
making a fair exchange when we allow
them to aequire land at reasonable prices.
The land can never he taken away, it
is always here, it iz always a taxable
item.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
taxing it?

Mr. MALE: You must ask the Pre-
mier, And even though the freeholds
were given away by the Crown, the Crown
has always the power to levy taxes and
rates on the land for the purposes of
revene or of local government. There
hias been no complaint against the present
system. It works well in other ecuniries
and is working well here, and in my
opinion the demand for the alteration
comes from those workers who constitute
the town unions, and not from the people

Do you believe in
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in the country, who, it will be found, re-
present a very big minority of the people
of the State. I shall undoubtediy oppose
the policy contained in the Bill at every
possible opportunity, in faet I am so
absolutely opposed to the principle of
the Bill that it wonld culy be a wasle
of time for me to attempt to diseuss the
demerits of the different clanses. I ean-
not couceive of the Alinister honestly be-
lieving the arguinents Le used in moving
the second reading. He would have us
believe that the individual settler would
be better off under the Bill than undec
present condilions, that he will save his
capital and be able to use it in the de-
velopment of the land. But to-day the
settler is really only paying interest on
the eapital value of the land, and in 20
and then, instead of the land beinghisown,
freehold, {o use and hold as le likes. He
will theu still have his capital left to
him free and unencumbered, whereas un-
der the Bill he pays interest for 20 years,
and then, instead of the land being his
own, it is reappraised and he has, perhaps,
to pay a much higher rate. To my mind
the proposilion is monstrous. The value
of the land lies in ihe use we can make
of it. Without population it is valueless,
and to become a prosperous nation we
require a population. To use our lands,
to render them produoctive, to make thewn
of any valne we must have the people
liere to work them, and we ean only in-
duce people to come by making the eon-
ditions sufliciently attractive. In my
opinion the chief inducement is the free-

hold and not the leasehold, the easy
means of aecquiring a home and
independence. Take away the free-

hold and you have nothing to offer the
immigrant, the new settler. Those men
desirous of going abroad from the old
conntry to aequire land will go to other
places where that indecement exists, and
we who are left here without population
will be left to rot in the midst of our own
stagnniion. We are determined—and I
think in saying this I am expressing the
opinion of those who sit on this side of
the House and those whom they represent
—that when we come again into our own,
when we once more fill the Ministerial
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benches, as we shall do, we shall give
every leasehiolder who has become such
under the regulations issued by the pres-
ent Minister for Lands, and which are
now in force, the right to aequire their
freeholds the same as oiher people have
acquired theirs. Make no mistake about
this, and let me say here that it is the
knowledge that we will do that right
when we have the power, that is inducing
a number of ihe people to take up town-
site and other blocks under leasehold to-
day. T trust that the Bill will meet with
the fate it deserves, total rejection by
this House.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): T intend to
oppose this measure on the ground that
it is making our land laws unpopular,
We wanl this Stote of Western Australia
to go ahead; we do not want to remain in
a comatose state without this great area
heing developed. I cannot possibly see
liow we can improve on the present sys-
tem. There are large areas of couniry
vet to be taken up, and it is certainly an
attraction for people of other parts of
the world to come here and get freeliold
land, and to make any change would be
disastrous, We have a big contract to
carry out to get this State peopled, and
lhere is no more advantageous way of
doing that than to settle people on the
land. The member for Bunbury (M.
Thomas) has referred to land for a man
and his family, but how is he going to
get on when the family grows up? Are
the farmer’s sons to remain on that block
all their lives?

My, Heitmann:
there wonld be no land for them,
1s the position in Vietoria,

Mr. HARPER: There is always plenty
of land for those who want to take it up.

Mr, Green: Why did you leave [re-
land?

The Minister for Mines: For the sake
of Treland.

Mr. HARPER: I left Ireland beenuse
I thought I could hetter my position, and
that is the reason why any other indi-
vidual sheuld leave those thickly popu-
lated places, AMueh has been said about
the large areas that many people hold in
England, but what have they to do with

Under your system
That

[ASSEMBLY.}

the land Jaws in Weslern Australia? The
maximum area which a person can hold
in Western Australia is 2,000 aeres. and
then he is required to comply with certain
conditions, T say that all land should be
improved, T would be in favour of tax-
ing land when it is held for dummying
purposes ov allowed to remain idle, but
so long as the people are cultivating the
land and turning it to good aceount T
see no reason why thev should vot be al-
lowed to hold it without residential con-
ditions. Much has leen said about the
large areas of land accumulated in New
Zealand, Vietoria, New South Wales, in
fact all the Australian States, but that
land was taken up many years ago, and
great changes have cowe about in the land
settlement of Aunstralia in the meantime.
The member for Bunbury remarked on
how the land had appreciated in New Zea-
land. T remember that 25 ov 30 years ago
land was of very little value in New Zea-
land because there was no market for the
produce. Sinee then great facilities have
been provided for transporting the pro-
durcts of Australia to the markets of
Enrope, thus enabling the Australian pro-
ducer to export very largely. Some mem-
bers on the Government side have averred
that the improvement of land values in
‘Western Australia was attributable to the
goldfields. Land in other States has up-
preciated very materially during the Inst
20 vears and that covers the period of the
gold mining industry in Weslern Aus-
tralia. Great improvements have heen
caused by the growth of scientific know-
ledge and research, and the increased use
of fertilisers has done the farming in-
dustry more good than any discovery of
goldfields, and has certainly made it a
profitable proposilion to grow wheat. [
am entirely against leasehold,

My, Heitmann: Why are yon against
leasehold?

Mr. HARPER: I am against it for
the reason that it unsettles people; they
are never sure of their position. All the
inducements we can hold out cannot he
too many in order to get people to assist
us in the development of Western Aus-
tralia. Tt would be a dangerous pro-
cedure for us to make any change at the
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present time. We have enough experi-
ments.

Mr. Foley: You would not have been
able to hold so much freehold if it was
not for ihe goldfields.

My, HARPER: The hou. wmember
thinks he knows a preat deal. He has
always the idea that because I lived on
the goldfields T did well there, but there
are other parts of the world besides
Western Aunsiralia and the Golden Mile.

Mr. Green: Tell us abont the Golden
Pole.

Mr. HARPER: The Golden Pole was
a very profitable proposition and I would
like to have more like it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.
noust diseuss the Bill.

Mr. HARPER: We have to thank the
early settlers who took up land long be-
fore Kalgoorlie was discovered. To them
we owe a great deal

Mr, SPEAKER: What has that to do
with this Bill? I will give the hon. mem-
ber as wmuch latitnde as possible, but T
hope that the principles of the Bill will
be discussed.

-Mr. HARPER: The early settlers of
this State were granted frecholds and
some of them liave very large arveas. They
were justified in obtaining those areas
owing to their pioneering and the great
hardships they endured in the early stages
of Western Australian history. That is
the reason why 1 say they have opened up
and led the way for us to follow in their
Footsteps. That being the case, T think
they are quite entitled to what they have
and 1T do not begrudge them it, T cer-
tainly think we eannot do better than en-
courage people to settle on our lands, We
want seftlers right along the new lines
of railway we have built. We want every
piece of land oeeupied and turned to good
aceount, and we cannot do hetter than
grant the people the freehold. I have
nothing more to say on the matter, but
I hope the House will not pass the Bill.

My. CARPENTER (Fremantle): I
have no intention of keeping the House at
very great length on this question, and
I hope to see the second reading earrierd
without much further delay. It is well
known that whenever any great movement

member
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is begun all the eonservative forces in op-
posing any reform make good use of a
political bogey. In other words, instead
of confining themselves to the prineipal =
proposition which is then Defore the
people they imagine into it a lot of evils
which they say must follow if this prin-
eiple is aceepted by Parliament. Tt has
been the oid stock ery of the conservalive
party, as everybody knows vight through
the politieal history of the British Eun-
pire. There has not been a single refoum
of any magnitude that has not had to
fight misrepresentation, not of the reforin
itself, but of some imaginary evil which
must rvesult if this reform is brought
about. We have had an echo of that sort
of thing to-night in the speeches of our
opponents. who tell us that it is not this
principle they are afraid of but some-
thing that will follow if the principle is
aceepted. I suppose that old bogey has
been utilised with sueh snecess in some
cases that it will always be a favourite
device with those who oppose any reform.
In the English Parliament there bas nol
been a single reform proposed in connec-
tion with whieh this device has not heen
put to the fullest nse, and in some ecases
it has delayed, if not altogether pre-
vented, the acceptance of snch veform.
So we ave told by the member for Kim-
berley that it is not so much this but it is
the nationalisation of all land that he is
so very much afraid of, and he is trying
to make the people believe that we ave
going to take their freeholds from thein.
These were his own words. We have the
spectacle prior to the last election of the
member for Northam issuing a pamphlet
which, T say advisedly, was a disgrace to
anyone,

Mr. Monger : What about the pamph-
let issued by you own party ?

Mr. CARPENTER : That was an hon-
est declaration of what we intended to do.
We did not attempt to mislead the people
hy trying to make them believe something
that was not true. That was what the
pamphlet I referred to tried to do. I am
not at all surprised that the member who
issued it has not had the courage to pro-
duce it in this House and quote from it.
Why do members on the other side fight
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{his reform? We have heard the old, stale,
so-called arguments repeated «d nauseam
that the man who wants land wants it fer
. his own, that he wants to feel secure
that he and his family will not be dis-
turbed. We admit the foree of all that,
and want fe give him a secure tenure.
That ts all a man wanis. If we eall lease-
bold freehold and freehold leasehold it
would not make a hit of difference. All
he wants is to make sure that when he
gets land and makes a home, that home
wil! be secure, and there is nothing attach-
ing to this Bill that will have any effect
in disturbing that securily of tenure we
all want him (o enjoy. All we ask is in
giving him his rights in the land. we pre-
serve the rizhls of every vne else in the
community. We had fhe spectacle also
a vear or two agoe of having a Minister
of the Crown, the late Minister for Lands,
laying himself out to condnet something
like a State land boom, and he was going
around the country deelaring and boast-
ing how many thousand or million acres
of the public estate he was alienating
and getting rid of, and T believe the han.
member thought he was doing the State
a service becalise le was motting rid of
so much land.
Hon. Frank Wilson:
absolute serviee.
My, CARPEXNTER : There is a proof,
I was going to say, of the ignorance which
exists on the other side, in supposing that
a ecountry is prospering hecause we are
giving away a huge slice of territory
which we will have to buy back in a few
vears time. Land booming, whether con-
ducted by a private firm, individual or a
Minister of the Crown, is and always
has been and always must be an evil, and
it becomes a worse evil when a Minister
hacked up by a chanece majority in Par-
liament, sets about this evil business of
booming land and parting with the public
estate for a mere song. When publie
opinion expresses itself in favour of the
nationalising of all land, Parliament
muet earry it out, hut T am prepared to
admit that we have not edueated public

So lhe was, an

opinion to that point, but I assert that if,

there is one movement which has made
headway during the last 20 years, not
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only in Australia but throughout the
British-speaking countries, it is this doc-
trine of the preservation of the rights of
1he whole of the people in the soil of the
country.

Mr. Monger :  Oh, bunkum !

Mr. CARPENTER : The sneers from
that side of the House only eonvinee me
that what J am stating is a fact and every
one knows ii to be a taet. 'The opinion
in regard to the public estate in English-
speaking countries to-day is quite differ-
ent Trom what i was a generation ago.
and the change is taking place more vap-
idly than members of the Opposilion care
to admit. The fact that overwhelming
numhers were returned a year or so age
to put into operation this poliey is the
slrongest proof of what 1 am saying.
and perhaps the greatest annavance to
members who are elinging to an exploded
fallacy handed fo them by their great-
great-grandfuthers. I have heard to-
night a threat, and T am not af all sur-
prised to hear it, and the threat is that
when the Opposition get back to the
Treasury benches they will eonvert the
leaseliolds which will be given into free-
holds. They will turn baek the hands of
the clock and say to the people *You
have only the leasehold: it will be woritlh
50 much more to you if we convert it into
freehold; so put us in power and we will
make you a present of something youn have
ot got now.” T admit that has been done
m previous cases.

Mr. Monger : By your party.

Mr. CARPENTER : Some years ago
I assisted in some land legislation in the
adjoinine State under which we agreed
to a system of working men’s blocks on
the leasehold syslem, and the men who
took up these blocks did splendid work
upon them, made good homes and securer]
zood incomes. aud in spite of their being
so well satisfied with this patriotic poliex
preserving the rights of everybody in
the public estate, onr opponents went
to these men and bribed them—there is
no other word for it—by saying “Look,
vou have land just on the outskirts of
the city. The value has gone up since
von took it; put us in office and we will
give you the freebold instead of the
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feasehold.”’ It wuas simply an appeal
to the individual selflishness of those
leaseholders against the rights of every-
one else in the State. They have got
the land on specially easy fterms and it
1s not to be wondered, when auy political
party went to them with a bribe of that
sort, that lhey suecumbed to it. Most
people nainrally like to get something for
nothing.

Mr, Monger: Is that the system of
Wonthaggi?

Mr. CARPENTER : I eannot follow (Le
hon. memhber. Conservative parties in
other Stutes have done just what we are
threatened will be done by the Conserva-
tive members in this State.

Hoen, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : They have done it in this State.

Mr. CARPENTER: I would not be at
all surprised if that is so, and they havc
said they will do it again. I would like
to see the possibility of that heing done
prevented. I do not want to see this ov
any other reform forced on the people if
they are unwilling to accept it. I believe
the people are ready at least for the first
step of this great reform, and that is the
step provided for by this Bill, to stop
the further alienation of Crown lands and,
believing that, I am quite prepared to
consult the people, and by getling their
opinion to prevent any possibility of this
great guestion being made the plaything
of political parties, and the only mears
of doing that is to have this brought in hy
a vote of the people. T suggest to the
Government, speaking for myself only,
that if the Government want to make this
reform a stable reform they should add
a proviso that it shall come into eperaticn
when it has heen approved by a vote of
the people. I am convineed that thaf
vote would be in faviour of the reform and
it would prevent the carrying ont of any
such threat as we have heard to-nighi.
If we can do this and bring it in with the
ascertained consent of a majority of the
people, then 1 helieve we will be puiting
this reform on a broad and sclid founda-
tion, and members opposite, not even in
vain expectation, will ever be able fo
revert to the present system. I support

2071

the Bill becanse I believe it to be the first
step in a great reform which will have
untold benefits not only to-day but for
many years to come.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley): I cannot
allow the opportunity to pass without
saying a few words in opposition to this
measure, because I feel certain it is going
to retard land settlement to a great ex-
tent in Western Australia, and because
we will not get owr land populated as
speedily as desirable.

Mr. Heitmwann: That has not been the
result in other parts of the world.

Mr. BROUN: Then how is it that in
other parts of the world they are revert-
ing to freehold? Tn a State like Western
Australia we should do all we possibly
can to enconrage settlement and not re-
tard it; and by granting freehold it is
only natural that people will take up the
land more freely than under the leasehold
system. I gunite agree with the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) when e
says this is an important measure. It is
one that requires careful econsideration.
Any Government should be cautious be-
fore putting such a measure on the
statute-hook. Tt is the ambition of ans
man faking up land to make a good home
on it, and it is only natural that a man
who is going tu improve his land and
make a good home on it will want to take
it up on the freehold systein, so as to
enjoy it with the hope of handing it down
to future generations or dispose of it if
he so chooses at a profit, and get a little
on *he improvements he has effected, and
also get a little of the unearned incre-
ment to which be is entitled. He is enr-
tainly entitled to that after the years he
has been pniting labour inte it. Is he
not entitled to the value of his labour?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: And he will get it
under this Bill,

Mr. BROUN : It is only natural that La
would sooner fake up land under the free-
hold system than under the leasehold sys-
tem. T am confident the Government will
find, if the measure is passed, that it will
not be a success. The failure will not be
seen immediately, but after a number of
vears T am certain they will revert to the
old system of freehold.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): Well, give it a trial.

Mr. BROUN: I am absolufely certain
the measure will pass this Chamber. Tt
is useless any member of the Opposition
opposing any measure, and we know from
whal we hear so frequently from members
on ihe Government side that they are
there for a considerable time to come.
If they are so confident of that they will
have an opportunity of seeing whether
their measure is a workable one, If it is
not workable T feel certain that they will
be only too glad te bring in another Bill,
and perhaps allow the dual system. As
T have already said the prosperity of the
State depends almost entirely on the land
system. I do not say that the goldfields
are not to be taken into consideration,
but land settlement is to be our greatest
asset, and it is from the profits of the
land that we will derive the greatest
amount of our income as well as taxa-
tion; becaunse the producis of the soil go
over the railways and help to make the
railways pay. It has been admitted more
than onc¢e by the Premier that he is jubi-
lant over having a good season so as to he
able to wipe out some of the defieit he
has in view. TEven the Premier and his
colleagnes must admit that the agrieul-
tural industry in Western Australia is of
vital importance. The reason for the in-
troduction of this measure is to do away
to a great extent with land speculating
an® dummying. T admit there has been a
little land speculahing and dummying, but
it does not exist to the extent the Gov-
ernment or the people of Western Aus-
tralia need be alarmed at. We shounld in-
dnee people to come here with capital.
We have not sufficient eapital here now,
and we should induce people to eome here
with their own money and develop the
country withont their having to go to the
Agricultural Bank to borrow it, and with-
out having to take up the land on ihe
leasehold system at an almost peppercorn
rental as provided in the Bill. Tn regard
fo land dummying and specnlatfion. this
difieslty can be very easilv avercome if
the Minmister for Lands likes o take fhe
trouble to see into it. Tf he does not want
pecple to get too large an area of land,
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he ean easily bring in a measure stop-
ping .the transfers of land to any man
holding over a eertain number of acres.

The Minister for Lands: That would in-
voke a more restrictive provision than we
propose in this measure.

Mre. BROUN: No, and we would not
be doing away with the freehold system.
The member for Swan (Mr. Turvey) the
other evening interjected that it was
proved that the people favoured the non-
alienation of Crown lands and the ulti-
mate nationalisation of all lands by their
placing the Lahour party in power with
such an absolute majority, but that is no
criterion whatever. Members on the Gov-
ernment side have so many planks in their
platform that it is hard to say on which
platform they were placed in the pesition
they now hold.

Mr, Heitmann: Our opponenis made
non-alienation of land the prineipal fight.

Mr. BROUN: 1t is no eriterion to say
that because 60 per cent. ¢f the people
voted in favour of the pariy now in power
those people approved of that plank in
the platform. Over G0 per cent. of the
people come from the city, and I am quite
certain that not 15 per cent. of these
people have taken into eonsideration for
one moment the land laws of Western
Australia,

Mr. Carpenter: They have studied it
more than you think.

Mr. BROUN: I do not think se. 1In
regard to the rent to be paid under the
leasehold system it is only 2 per cent,
which is a very small amount. That will
be on the present value of econditional
purchases taken up under freehold. For
anyone to take up land under these eon-
ditions hon. members may think they can
make a do, but there is a lot more behind
this. I pointed out to the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Thémas) abhont the 20
years’ system and about ithe valnation
everv 20 vears. I think he made a vulgar
veply that T was an “assarine” or some-
thing Hke that. T think T can be credited
wilh a liftfle more common sense than the
member for Bunbury in this respeet. T
can understand the hon. member brying
to put me off in that way beeause hon.
members sitting on the Ministerial side of
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the House are hiding behind a cloak the
real meaning of this measuve.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What is the real
meaning of it?

Mr. BROUN: 1 will tell {he hon. mem-
ber if he will give me time to do so. With
the power to revalue in 20 years the Gov-
ernment intend to fleece the people. In
one of the clauses it is provided thar a
fresh valuation shall be made by ke Mini-
ster from time to (ime during the enrrency
of the lease and at intervals of not less
than 20 vears; that is what the Bill states
definitely. A man 1aking up land on lease-
hold pays 2 per eent. on the unimproved
value for 20 years and puts whai he gets
out of it back in improvements; he actu-
ally pays the rent in doing so, and he goes
on improving his land for the 20 years
and at the end of that time it is subject
to reappraisement and then he has to pay
2 per cent. on the valuation. Is the Bini-
ster going to tell me as the member for
Bunbury interjected, that he is going to
pul that on the unimproved value

The Minister for Lands: Tt might be
less.

AMr. BROUN: [ never would be less.
Tt will be a very poor look-out if the
lands valuations are to be less in 20 vears.
Why bring in a measure of this kind to
provide for the leasehold system when we
have g0 much land in the State? There is
no doubt about it the public will be
fleeced. They will think they are getting
it al a nominal rent and then the Mini-
ster for Lands will take the opportuniiv
of pufting on a big valuation and get as
much as he ecan out of . He will say,
“You have had the land for 20 years and
now | am going 1o do my best to get the
maoney hack that the State has practieally
lost on these holdings.”

Mr. Turvey: There is a proviso which
enables them to appeal.

Mr. PROUX:
provements only.

The Minisier for Lands: Appeal
against the unimproved valuation.

Mr. BROUN: It can be two or three
. limes more than it was on the day he
took it up. Thousands of unforeseen diffi-
culties may crop up and the man who
lukes up leasehold will be the worry of

Tn rezard to the im-
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the Minister's life, and the Minister will
alwavs be on the look-out for fresh ten-
ants.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There will he no
tenants at all.

Mr. BROUN: Even in New Boulh
Wales, I notiee by the Year Book, there
has been an enormous falling off in the
applieations for land since the leasehold
system has been in force.

Mr. Heitmann: Yet there are more peo-
ple zetting on the land.

Mr. BROUX: That is not so. In ihe
different countries whicli hon, mewbers
have guoted it Las not been possible to
show that the leasebold system has been
a success.

The Minister for Lands: T quoted Siv
Joseph Carruthers and showed that he
regarded it as & success,

Mr. BROUN: He is only one authority.
and even he may not be correct.  The
member for Bunbury quoted vards from
books, hut it was all theory and there was
nothing in the shape of practical experi-
ence. We hnve heard it zaid frequently
by members opposite, and if was men-
tioned hy ihe Attovney General at one
time, fhat a bleeding process was to he
applied to those with eapital in Western
Australia. Tt is a most drastic step to
take to attempt to kill the man with capi-
tal and there is not the slightest doubt
about it that this weasure is a step in that
direction. and in the dirvection of bring-
ing ahout the ultimate nationalisation of
all lands.

Mr. Heitmann: We will sleal your
homes as you sai¢ at the last eleetions.

Mr. BROUXN: 1 never said that and the
hon. member cannot prove that T did.
To bring about the ultimate nationalisa-
lion of all lands 5 only one means of
effecting taxation. There is a big defi-
cienev to be made up and there is only
one way to do that, and it is mostly by
taxation and by the leasehold system now
proposed.  Ii simply means that those
few wlo now hold land in Western Ans-
tralin will have to bear the burden of the
increased taxation. The aim of the Gov-
ernment 18 to s5n inerease taxation that
the landholders will say to them, “Here
is yvour land: rake it."and then Western
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Australia will be a good place to get oui
of. I have no more to say except thal
T hope the measare will meet with an early
death. 1t is similar to several others which
have already been submitted by the Gov-
ernment, all drastic in eharacter, and eal-
culated to interfere with the progress of
Western Ausiralia. It is needless for me
fo say that it ought to be immediately
consigned (o Lhe waste paper basket,

On motion by Mr. Monger debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.58 p.m,

Legislartive Council,
Wednesday, 6ih November, 1912.

Papers presented 2974
High School Act Amendment. Bill Select Comunt
v . ktee, Report presented... . . 2074
Asseut to Bills ... :924
Bills : Industrial Arbitcation, “Recom. ... 2974
Shearcrs Accommndu.tmn Report stage .. 202

Supply, £492,223, 2r, Com. s .o 2082
Rights in Water and Irrlgu.tmn .’.x ... 2093
Inebrintes, Com. ... .. 3001

The PRESIDENT tool the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Health
Aect, 1911—Burbanks Loeal Board of
Health By-laws. 2, Bunbury Harbour
Board—Amendments to Regulations Nos.
55, 06, and 97. 3, Shark Bay Pearl Shell
TFishery Act, 1892—Additional Regula-
tions.

HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT
BITL STLECT COMMITTREE.
Report presented.

Hon, A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) brought up the report of the
select commitice appointed to inquire into
this Bill.

Report read and ordered to be printed.

[COUNCIL.)

ASSENT TO BILLS (5).

Message received notifying assent to
the following Bills:—

1, Edneation Aet Amendment.

2, Fremanile Reserves Surrender.

3, Public Service Act Amendment.

4, Agricultural Lands Porchase Act
Amendment,

5, Bills of Sale Aet Amendment.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION.
dg to recommiilal,
Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter} moved—

That the report of the Commilttee be
adopted.
Hon, M, L.

men f—

Thet the Bill be recomanitted for the
purpose of further considering Clauses
4, 7, and 48.

It had been expected that the Minisier
would be prepared to treat this as a for-
wal matter, but apparently the Minister
was not so disposed, and soughl to take
advantage of the three or four voles
which had been carried in a sparsely at-
tended Commibtee on the casting vote of
the Chairman. It was desirable that we
should get a fair indieation of the true
opinion of the House upon the three im-
portant guestions involved in the clauses
named. Clause 4 was the one in respect
to which My Wilding had, yesterday,
moved to exclude workers in the agrienl-
tural and pasteral industries, and domes-
tie servants, from the operations of the
Bill. Seeing that the voling had been
eight on each side, and that the Chairman,
in accordance with constitutional prae-
tice, had given his vole with a view to
providing for further consideration, it
was desirable that we shonld have the
opportunity of casting another vole upon
this question. TUnder Clawse 7 he (Mr.
Moss) had sought to insert some new
clauses dealing with the political objects
of indunstrial organisations, and as he felt
sfrongly that we shounld endeavour, if pos-
sible, to separate political action from in-
dustiial aetion, with a view to seeuring
industrial pence, he conceived it to be his
duty to try once more to have those pro-

MO_SS moved an amend-



